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Newson & Company, 2500 Prairie Ave., Chicago 
Gentlemen: I am preparing to introduce new English texts. Please 
send me for examination 
GROWTH IN ENGLISH 
() Book 1, for Grades 3 and 4 
(1) Book 2, for Grades 5 and 6 
(Grade Editions also available) 
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THE HOPE OF THE NEW DEAL 
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@ A host of more than 5,000,000 young men and women on the 

threshold of their majority are attending the secondary schools 
of the United States. A like number of that age group are not 
in our secondary schools. In Illinois high-school enrollment in 1933 
reached 333,951. There are in excess of 700,000 young people of 
secondary school age within the borders of our state about to assume 
the responsibilities of citizenship in our bewildering democratic 
society. How serious are those responsibilities is the grim record of 
their default during the past five years, with its sequela of breakdown 
of essential governmental services. 

Out of the ashes of our civic pride there now arises the phoenix 
of an awakened democracy, christened by a great humanitarian The 
New Deal, whose bewildering syllabary reflects the complexity of the 
problems it faces. If, then, the essential element of a democracy is "an 
integration of the people by the general acceptance of social ideals," 
clearly the education of eur young people is vitally fundamental, and 
in the case of our high-school students in this period of transition 
reaches the acuteness of social crisis. 

That this education must be through the agency of the secondary 
schools is brought home by the fact that business and industry, 
under the stimulation of recovery codes, have barred them. 


But we face a very practical difficulty. During the period, since 
1926, in which our high-school enrollment in this state has increased 
33 1/3%, our tax base has shrunk in like proportion. The spread 
then since 1926 is represented by the figures 2—our ability to sup- 
port education—and 4, the enrollment in our secondary schools. 
Tangible property can shoulder no more of the load. We must then 
turn to the state, whose prerogative it is to legislate new sources of 
revenue. 

The report of the Legislative Committee of the |. S. T. A. adopted 
by the Delegate Assembly, includes a recommendation that high 
schools be included in State Support . . . as soon as the funds avail- 
able to the state are adequate for that purpose. There follows a 
recommendation that the State Distributive fund be increased to 
$35,000,000. 

This is a vital part of our program. We can ill afford to lop off 
secondary education or any part of it. Rather than deprive our 


young people now in high school of any portion of the educational 
advantages they have enjoyed, we should make an earnest effort to 
take in all of appropriate ages and to provide an adequate program 
for the advancement of each and the betterment of a society strain- 
ing toward a New Deal for even its humblest members.—E. P. B. 
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THE ILLINOIS TEACHER 


The Present Peril and 
Its Challenge to Us 


By F. BBANCHE PREBLE, 
Chicago 


@ IT gives me real pleasure to look 

into the faces of the teachers of 
Illinois this holiday season, near the 
end of four years of special oppor- 
tunity that I have had for serving you. 
I want to thank you for that oppor- 
tunity, and to ask for your patience 
and cooperation for the next few days, 
in order that the 80th Annual Meet- 
ing of the Illinois State Teachers As- 
sociation may make a worth-while 
contribution to the cause of the hard- 
pressed schools of our State. 

As I study the present condition of 
education in Illinois and in the na- 
tion, I am reminded of the position of 
prehistoric man as described by Lucy 
Fitch Perkins in her delightful little 
book, The Cave Twins. She gives us 
the picture of man in the wilderness, 
surrounded by wild beasts, many of 
which were much stronger and swifter 
than he, and then reminds us that 
“man could do two things which none 
of the other creatures could do—he 
could laugh and he could think. 

“One day, he sat down on a rock, 
and took his head between his hands 
and thought and thought, and by and 
by he lifted up his head and said to 
his wife,—for of course, he had a wife 
—'I have it, my dear. If we are not 
as strong as the wild beasts, we must 
be a great deal more clever.’ So he 
got right up off the rock and set about 
being clever. And so did his wife.” 

As we look at the schools surround- 
ed by ruthless enemies, chief among 
them the industrial depression and the 
short-sighted frenzy for economy, we 
must admit that our position is not un- 
like the predicament of prehistoric 
man among the beasts. 

But teachers, too, can laugh and they 
can think, and they can learn to be 
much more clever than their enemies. 

In the few minutes that I shall speak 
to you tonight, I am going to point 
out some ways in which teachers 
are learning to be clever and some 
things about which we must learn 
to be much more clever. 


I think that we all agree that if 
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American civilization is to survive, it 
must change from a civilization con- 
trolled largely in order that a few 
men may become rich and powerful 
to a civilization largely concerned 
with bringing the greatest good to the 
greatest number; that is, it must 
change from an industrial civilization 
to a social civilization. 


Teachers in a New 


Social Order 


Teachers have not been recognized 
as being especially important in the 
industrial set-up; indeed, we have 
often been accused of impeding its op- 
eration by encouraging young people 
in purely cultural pursuits. But, to 
my mind, there will be no more im- 
portant group in the country than the 
teachers will be, if the social idea tri- 
umphs over the idea of selfish gain for 
a few money lords. 

As a result of the many years that 
our Secretary, Mr. Moore, has repre- 
sented us in the Illinois Legislature, 
he has come to be recognized by many 
of the best men of that body as the 
educational adviser of the Legislature. 
All of you can point with pride to the 
successful state-wide campaign we put 
on last March to defeat the Amend- 
ment to a companion bill of the first 
State Sales Tax measure. This 
Amendment would have prohibited 
any school district in the State from 
levying more than 80 per cent of the 
average of its levies for the last four 
years. When the legislators found 
that, apparently, every teacher in the 
State was aroused by that proposal 
the big question at the Capitol that 
week was: “What will satisfy the 
teachers?” Our demands on that 
point were met. In that fight we were 
on ground that is recognized in the 
legislature as our own; ground on 
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President's Address to Delegate 
Assembly, December 26, 1933 


which we have earned the right to 
stand through maintaining an educa- 
tional lobby in Springfield to guard 
existing school laws and to secure the 
enactment of new laws. 

But when Senate Bill 161 propos- 
ing a three per cent tax on the net in- 
come of corporations came up, it was 
defeated. In fighting for that bill, the 
teachers were considered as off their 
own ground. Now my point is this: 
We teachers must recognize the im- 
portance of our group as an influence 
in a social civilization so that we can 
win for our views on civic affairs as 
much respect in the halls of the legis- 
lature as we have already won for our 
views on strictly school questions. To 
do this, we must become much better 
informed on what good social legisla- 
tion demands, and learn how the 
schools may be lifted from their pres- 
ent deplorable state by freeing the 
masses from an industrial slavery. 

As a further example of the kind 
of thing I mean, I shall refresh your 
memories on Senate Bill 373. Within 
the State of Illinois, we have on the 
new Gulf-to-the-Lakes Waterway, three 
excellent power sites: one at Starved 
Rock, one at Dresden Island and one 
at Brandon Road. The federal gov- 
ernment stands ready to furnish 
money, in this time of crying need for 
employment, and in this time of ex- 
cessively high electric rates, to build 
at one, two, or all three of these sites 
—-state-owned power plants when and 
if the Illinois Legislature takes certain 
action. Senate Bill 373 was intro- 
duced for this purpose. It passed both 
houses but was vetoed by the Governor. 


Preparing for 
New Responsibilities 

When teachers become clever 
enough to understand the value of 
legislation like that embodied in 
this bill we shall have won the 
right to be heard on such a ques- 
tion as well as on purely educa- 
tional affairs. 

Now, a few recommendations as 
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to how we may become better informed 
on matters of social policy. Let me 
refer you to page 213 in the Journal 
of the National Education Associa- 
tion for November. Here you will 
find an article written by Carl D. 
Thompson of Chicago, Secretary of 
the Public Ownership League of 
America. In this article Mr. Thomp- 
son sets forth, among other things, 
the rates charged by the Tennessee 
Valley Authority for electric power 
as compared with the rates charged 
by privately owned power plants in 
seven large cities of the United States. 
Appended to the article are a number 
of questions drawn up by the editor 
which he suggests that high-school 
teachers discuss with their civics 
classes. For example, “What are the 
electric rates in your town or city?” 
“How do they compare with the 
Muscle Shoals Rate?” “With rates 
in other cities of the same size?” “Is 
your electric light plant publicly or 
privately owned?” “Have rates been 
reduced recently?” 

Also in the N. E. A. Journal you 
will find running all through the year 
a series of very simply written, but 
authoritative articles on taxation, an- 
swering such questions as: “What is 
a tax?” “Who pays taxes?” “What 
is done with tax money?” “What are 
the different kinds of taxes?” “What 
are the advantages and disadvantages 
of the different kinds of taxes?” These 
articles are designed for use in upper 
grade and high-school classes. 

To understand something of how 
American citizens fell into such de- 
plorable conditions as those that now 
surround all of us, read Other People’s 
Money by Louis Brandeis, a Justice 
of the Supreme Court of the United 
States. This little book gives a re- 
markably clear account of how the 
interlocking directorates of banks, in- 
vestment companies, railroads, and big 
industrial concerns made possible the 
building up of the money trust. The 
National Library Foundation has 
brought out a pocket edition which can 
be purchased for fifteen cents. Even 
high-school students can understand 
its clear, simple presentation. It con- 
tains material that will enable them to 
find the reason for shortening of the 
school day and of the school year, 
crowding of high-school classes far 
beyond all possibility of educational 
progress, drastic cuts in curricula, and 
the imposition of tuition charges. And 
who can dispute our right to put be- 
fore young students of modern busi- 
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ness and government, the writings of 
a Justice of the Supreme Court? 
Then, as the final answer as to 
why all this insistence on teachers be- 
coming social minded, informed and 
powerful, read another document re- 
cently published by the N. E. A., the 
“Report of the Committee on Social 
and Economic Goals in America.” Our 
own R. C. Moore is a member of the 
committee of six and we who know 
his high ideals, ability, and devotion 
to social welfare, can see his influence 
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on the committee as we read the re- 
port. 

Now, let me thank you for your at- 
tention and remind you again that 
teachers can laugh and they can think. 
Your organizations, loyally supported 
by you who are here and the thousands 
who are back home, will continue to 
furnish information which will enable 
you to make yourselves strong in help- 
ing to work out new social destinies 
for the now distressed millions in 
America. 


The New Deal and 


the Teachers 


@ IN order to understand fully the 

attitude of the I. S. T. A. towards 
the plans of the Federal Government 
for employing teachers, you should 
read the resolutions on another page 
of this Ittinois TEACHER with par- 
ticular attention to the one entitled, 
“Relation of Teachers to Civil Works 
Administration.” 

To understand the reason for the 
protest, read the following summary 
of the findings and recommendations 
of a committee of the Chicago Divi- 
sion, which was appointed to investi- 
gate employment under Federal agen- 
cies of unemployed teachers a few 
weeks before our annual meeting at 
which the resolution mentioned above 
was adopted. 


What the Committee Discovered 


1. That teachers are directly under Fed- 
eral Relief through the Illinois Emergency 
Relief Commission, and not under C. W. A. 
This is a detrimental discrimination against 
teachers. 

2. That skilled and unskilled workers 
are directly under C. W. A.—not on any 
form of relief. 

3. That skilled and unskilled workers are 
receiving union wages from the Federal 
Government for working on public build- 
ings and other C. W. A. projects. This 
meets with our most hearty approval. 

4. That Washington rules “that salaries 
of teachers be equal to that customarily 
paid in the community for similar work.” 

5. That the Committee in Illinois, con- 
sisting of W. S. Reynolds, Chairman of the 
Illinois Emergency Relief Committee, R. J. 
Dunham of the Civil Works Administra- 
tion, and F. G. Blair, State Superintendent 
of Public Instruction, placed the relief for 
teachers at “75%” of the prevailing rate, 
provided only that the monthly salary shall 
not be in excess of $100 nor less than $65. 

6. That Superintendent Blair promises 
his support toward raising the Illinois scale 
to the Federal standard noted under item 4. 

7. That Washington has authorized, “Fed- 
eral funds for educational projects, These 


include (1) rural elementary schools, (2) 
classes for adult illiterates, (3) vocational 
education, (4) vocational rehabilitation, (5) 
general adult education, (6) nursery schools 
—all to be under the control of the Public 
School System.” (Italics ours.) 

8. That to date we have no assurance 
that only legally certificated teachers are to 
employed. 

9. That unemployed teachers applying for 
teaching positions under relief are subjected 
to the humiliation of the “Means Test,” 
which debars any applicant from securing a 
position or relief if any member of his family 
earns as much as $120 per month. 

10. That every applicant is required to 
take the Otis Intelligence Test. 

1l. That the officials in charge in Chicago 
implied to members of the committee that 
unless these doles are accepted, all aid will 
be withdrawn. 


How Will This Affect You? 

1. People not legally certificated may be 
conducting C. W. E. S. (CIVIL WORKS 
EDUCATION SERVICE) classes under pub- 
lic school supervision. 

2. Persons legally certificated may be con- 
ducting classes on relief pay far below the 
prevailing salary schedule and thereby the 
unemployed teachers will be forced to be- 
come the unwilling instruments of lowering 
existing salary schedules for all teachers. 

3. Will C. W. E. S. lead to a wise modi- 
fication of the public school system or will 
it lead to permanent charitable services be- 
ing exacted of professional men and women? 


Your Job 


Inquire in your own school and wherever 
you can get information: 
1. Who is creating Educational Projects? 
2. Are they educators? 
3. Who are teaching? 
4. What are their qualifications? 
5. At what salary? 
PHONE OR Write your findings at once to 
your clearing house, 
The Illinois State Teachers Association, 
Chicago Division 
77 West Washington Street, Room 1616 
State 5827 
PROTEST against this new and insidious 
condition to the following: 
(Continued on page 192) 
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THE ILLINOIS TEACHER 


Proceedings of 80th Annual 
Meeting, |. S. T. A. 


® THE 80th annual meeting of the I. 

S. T. A. convened in the auditorium 
of the Centennial Building on the eve- 
ning of Tuesday, Dec. 26, 1933. 

The meeting was called to order at 
7:45 o’clock by the president, Mrs. F. 
Blanche Preble, a classroom teacher of 
Chicago. After a brief period of Asso- 
ciation singing the president delivered 
the address which appears on page 163. 

At the close of the president’s ad- 
dress Mrs. Bertha S. Armbruster of 
Chicago stepped to the platform and 
made the following presentation 
speech: 

Twenty-three years ago tonight, the Illi- 
nois State Teachers Association honored it- 
self by having as President one of the first 
women to be superintendent of a large city 
school district, and one who was the first 
President of the N. E. A., and the leading 
educator of her time, Ella Flagg Young. 

As we teachers of 1910 presented Mrs. 
Young with a gavel, the Chicago teachers 
today have asked me to give you, the first 
elementary teacher President of the Illinois 
State Teachers Association, this gavel, made 
of ebony, symbolic of the courage and 
strength and endurance of the [Illinois 
teacher. 

“Mrs. Armbruster, it is with sincere 
appreciation and true gratitude that 
I accept this gavel from the Chicago 
Division and at your hands. I am very 
glad they chose you to make the pre- 
sentation, because it gives me an op- 
portunity to do what I love to do just 
as often as possible, and that is to pay 
a tribute to -you, Mrs. Armbruster, for 
your long life of service to the children 
and the teachers of our State. 

“To the Chicago teachers, I wish to 
say that I know it is because of your 
faith in me that I stand here tonight. 
It will be with your cooperation and 
the cooperation of the other friends I 
have in this Convention Hall that I 
hope to be able to help you to make a 
successful meeting of this Eightieth 
Annual Meeting of the Illinois State 
Teachers Association. Chicago, I thank 
you.” 

The President next announced that 
she would appoint the committees 
necessary for the proper administra- 
tion of the work of the meeting, and 


announced her appointments as fol- 
lows: 


ComMITTEE ON CREDENTIALS: Black Hawk, 
W. W. Tucker; Central, E. H. Lukenbill; 
Chicago, Lena Belle Gilligan; DuPage Val- 
ley, Fred L. Biester, chairman; East Cen- 
tral, A. P. Johnson; Eastern, A. C. Forster; 
Illinois Valley, C. L. Sarver; Lake Shore, 
John W. Thalman; Northeastern, H. A. Per- 
rin; Northwestern, B. F. Shafer; Peoria, 
R. J. Schertz; Rock River, A. H. Lancaster; 
South Central, E. H. Mellon; Southeastern, 
Roe M. Wright; Southern, Mary Roberson; 
Southwestern, W. R. Curtis; Western, E. A. 
Huff. 

Committee ON News Reports: William 
J. Page, chairman, Leonard Loos, Lester R. 
Grimm. 

CommitTee on Aupitinc: Lewis W. Wil- 
liams, Mina Mollman, Stanley E. Giese. 


After appointing these committees 
the president asked the secretary to 
make whatever announcements he felt 
necessary, whereupon Secretary R. C. 
Moore made several announcements in 
regard to the validation of railroad 
certificates, meetings and duties of 
committees, the material to be placed 
in their hands and some slight changes 
in the place of meeting. 

The president next introduced Gov- 
ernor Horner of Illinois and an- 
nounced that he would extend greet- 
ings to the teachers of Illinois repre- 
sented in this meeting and that he 
would then introduce the speaker of 
the evening. Governor Horner spoke 
as follows: 


ADDRESS BY GOVERNOR HORNER 


@ MY task of introducing the distinguished 

guest who is your speaker tonight is a 
very delightful one. There is no difficulty 
in presenting him. I wish, however, I might 
at the same time present to you some solu- 
tion for your difficulties, which I consider 
also my difficulties. I introduced him this 
afternoon, and it is indicative of his dura- 
bility as a speaker that he, notwithstanding 
that handicap, made a fine speech. Surely 
nothing I could say could prevent him from 
performing to your entire satisfaction in 
bringing you a message taken from the 
wealth of his experience. 

Before I present him, I embrace the op- 
portunity of expressing my gratification of 
your assembly, and welcoming you with a 
thrice-hearty Illinois welcome. As Governor 
of this State, and personally as a citizen of 
this State, I am tremendously grateful to 
you men and women who are moulding the 


mentalities of the coming generation; for 
what you have done and are doing for the 
boys and girls of Illinois. Some of us who 
are soon to step off the stage of this genera- 
tion are wondering what kind of torch- 
bearer the generation that is to follow us is 
to be. It is to be fine, able, responsive to 
its great duties, if we give you the oppor- 
tunity of making it so. And to the extent 
that we deny you that, we deny ourselves 
the solace that the boys and girls of today 
and the men and women of tomorrow will 
measure up to their great civic duties. And 
I think all the State knows that. 

These are changing times, and with the 
change come changes in education. The 
problem is an instant one. These are de- 
pressing times. Revenue is not coming in. 
Taxes are excessive. Yet there is no greater 
public problem than the problem of public 
education. 


I do not know what solace I can give you. 
I dislike very much to raise your hopes and 
not be able to fulfill them. I have never 
done that, either in political, public or 
private life. But I will tell you now, ladies 
and gentlemen, that if you devise a solu- 
tion that is practical and appropriate and 
workable in Illinois, the Governor of Illinois 
will go through with you every foot of the 
journey. 

I wish to tell you now that for the first 
time in many years the State distributive 
fund in 1934 will be distributed one hun- 
dred per cent for the benefit of the school 
children of this State. We are going to do 
that through the retailers’ occupation tax. 
I have stood a lot of rough handling in the 
past eight months for this tax, but I am will- 
ing to take all the unfair criticism of cer- 
tain groups in this State for the satisfac- 
tion that will come to me from the fact 
that the $10,500,000 appropriated each year 
—at least for 1934, and so long as the re- 
tailers’ tax continues—will be paid in full 
and without any discount. 

I am not going to make a speech. My 
functions of introducing your guest are 
simple and delightful. But I do want to 
say this. The problem of revenue and taxa- 
tion is definitely and closely allied with 
education. You did a fine job for the State 
in sticking to your tasks with many priva- 
tions in many parts of the State, untold 
sacrifice and denial, and if there is ever a 
reward that should come to great public 
service it should come in the years that are 
upon us to the school teachers of the State, 
not only to you, the representatives, but the 
39,000 other devoted teachers in Illinois. 

I am going to try to help you in the 
Normal Schools, the Teachers Colleges, but 
you must help me. We all need guidance, 
we all need the help of public opinion. We 
cannot raise more money by taxation on 
real estate. That is carrying all the burdea 
it can sustain. We must devise other means 
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of revenue. Some people are going to com- 
plain of any new form of taxation. Any 
new taxation encourages complaint. Every 
new thing in Government attracts criticism, 
but we cannot tax tangible property any 
further. We must devise new means. 

} want you, during your deliberations, to 
c asider not only the problem as it affects 
yu, but as it affects your neighbors. I hope 
you will use the offices of the State, the Tax 
Commission and other departmental experts, 
to give you aid and help you to arrive at a 
practical conclusion—something more effi- 
cient than merely “crying for the moon.” We 
know what you want, what you deserve; we 
know what you need. Help us in ascertain- 
ing the avenues we may tread to accomplish 
it. 

We have accomplished a good many 
economies in the State of Illinois. We had 
to do it to meet our budget from time to 
time. We have cut down the cost of Gov- 
ernment, the general appropriations for the 
biennium were reduced approximately $24,- 
000,000—and I am very proud to say that 
of all of the Departments of the State in 
which we have asked and looked for a reduc- 
tion, the Education Department has suffered 
least of all, and so it must always be. I 
have always felt, and said it many times, 
that the first demands on the funds of the 
State are the demands of welfare and edu- 
cation. ~ 

A fine man will address you tonight. The 
longer I talk to you, the longer the enjoy- 
ment of hearing him will be postponed. He 
comes from our neighboring State, a State 
that is much like Illinois. The heredity and 
traditions of Illinois and Indiana are about 


Second General 


Session 


@ THE second general session of the 
eightieth annual meeting was called 
to order at 8:45 o’clock a. m. on Wed- 
nesday, Dec. 27, by the President, Mrs. 
F. Blanche Preble, who at once called 
for the report of the Committee on Cre- 
-dentials; whereupon Chairman F. L. 
Biester read the following report: 


I submit the following report as Chairman 
of the Credentials Committee. 

Your committee met on Tuesday evening, 
December 26, canvassed the credentials as 
submitted together with the enrollments 
furnished by the secretary’s office and have 
decided that the divisions are entitled to 
the number of delegates as listed below 
and we recommend that this number of 
delegates be seated with the understanding 
that the cheirmen of the various divisions 
be authorized to secure alternates in case 
the regular delegates fail to take their 
places. 
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the same. They started together. They 
were under French Dominion together, and 
were together under British rule. They 
were both parts of Virginia, and the Gover- 
nors of Virginia, Patrick Henry and Thomas 
Jefferson, were Governors of both Indiana 
and Illinois territory. In 1787, when the 
Northwest Territory was organized, Indiana 
and Illinois were both part of that extensive 
territory. There were then no boundary 
lines between them until 1809 when Illinois 
was separated from Indiana Territory and 
became a territory itself. 

We are brothers and sisters in the efforts 
of the nation. The same kind of people 
live there as here. The boundary between 
the States is just imaginary, so far as our 
fraternity is concerned. When the Governor 
of Indiana comes here he is always thor- 
oughly welcome. When you listen to Gov- 
ernor McNutt, you listen to a man who has 
our own ideals and hopes and who typifies 
the best in both States. He is an educator, 
toc.. He was educated in the University of 
Indiana and then at Harvard University. 
When he found he had acquired all they 
teach at both these Universities, he became 
a teacher himself in the University of In- 
diana and became Dean of its Law School. 
He first studied the laws of his State, and 
now this great man is laying down that law 
himself to the people of Indiana and mak- 
ing long progressive steps in doing it. 

He is a war veteran. He was National 
Commander of the American Legion several 
years ago, and yet so great is his versatility 
that he acted at the same time as vice-presi- 
dent of the Peace Society of America. He 
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believes in the right kind of peace, the peace 
that promotes American integrity and the 
protection of its ideals. He has been deco- 
rated by foreign governments. He is an 
author, a lecturer and a national civic leader. 
He runs his State in a splendid way, and 
I am proud to introduce this splendid 
Hoosier gentleman, Governor McNutt of 
Indiana. 

Governor Paul V. McNutt delivered 
the main address of the evening and 
told in a very effective way of the 
means and methods adopted recently 
in Indiana to meet the crisis in educa- 
tion. He said that as a result of the 
work of the Legislature in levying 
upon new sources of revenue to sup- 
port the schools not a single school 
room was closed in Indiana and not a 
single teacher was unpaid for a single 
month. He said also that Indiana had 
established a minimum wage of $800 
for elementary teachers and $1000 for 
high school teachers. 

His address was indeed inspiring, 
since it showed what can be done by a 
State government that is determined to 
save the schools. 

At the close of Governor McNutt’s 
address the President announced that 
the meeting stood adjourned until 8:45 
a. m. of the next day. 


Reports of Secretary, Research Depart- 
ment and the Committee to Write a 


Pension Bill 
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Frep L. Brester, Chairman of Credentials 
Committee. 

Mr. Biester moved that the report be 
accepted and that the delegates be offi- 
cially seated as the Representstive As- 
sembly of this convention. This motion 
was duly seconded and unanimously 
adopted. 

The President next announced that 
she desired to have the assistance of an 
official parliamentarian and asked that 
Mr. W. P. Morgan, President of the 
Western State Teachers College, act as 
such. The motion was made by Miss 


Mathews of Chicago that Mr. Morgan 
act as the official parliamentarian 
during the sessions of this annual meet- 
ing. This motion was duly seconded 
and carried by unanimous vote. 

The President then announced that 
Miss Sarah Ewing, President of the 
Indianapolis Federation of Teachers, 
and a member of the Indiana State 
Legislative Committee, was present 
and then called upon Miss Ewing for 
a brief address. Miss Ewing responded 
in a very agreeable way and described 
the part the teachers of Indiana played 
in promoting the program so well de- 
scribed by Governor McNutt on the 
preceding evening. The plans and ac- 
tivities of the Indiana teachers were 
quite similar to those adopted and 
practiced by the teachers of Illinois; 
however, Miss Ewing said that the 
permanent tenure assured all the teach- 
ers of Indiana gave them the independ- 
ence and assurance to work more vig- 
orously than do the teachers of []linois. 
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Miss Ewing also announced the 
candidacy of Dean Charles Lester 
Smith of the School of Education, In- 
diana University, for President of the 
National Education Association and 
solicited the support of the Illinois 
delegation to Washington next sum- 
mer. 

At the close of Miss Ewing’s address 
the President called for the report of 
the Illinois Director of the National 
Education Association; whereupon Mr. 
A. L. Whittenberg made a brief report 
in regard to the Minneapolis and Chi- 
vago meetings of the N. E. A., and then 
discussed at some length the applica- 
tion of the Federal Civil Works Ad- 
ministration to Illinois educational 
affairs. At this time this report was 
of considerable interest to our Asso- 
ciation and this interest was later evi- 
denced by the adoption of a resolution 
offered from the floor in regard to the 
relations between Illinois teachers and 
the Civil Works Administration. 

The president next called for the re- 
port of the secretary. Whereupon Sec- 
retary Robert C. Moore appeared and 
announced that before reading his re- 
port he desired to introduce the two 
ladies who were employed in the office 
in order that the delegate body might 
know these efficient workers. He then 
presented Eloise P. Bingham and Mil- 
dred Whitlock with a few words of 
commendation of the work of each. 

The secretary then read the follow- 
ing: 

REPORT OF SECRETARY 


To the Board of Directors and Represent- 
ative Assembly of the I. S. T. A.: 


@ YOUR secretary most respectfully sub- 

mits this report of the membership and 
general activities of the Association and of 
its administrative office during this year, 
1933. The Association this year enrolled 
38,159 members. This is 1,686 more than 
were enrolled last year, 1932. Three Divi- 
sions made gains and fourteen showed losses 
in membership this year. The Divisions 
making gains were Chicago with an even 
3,000 more than last year, the Eastern Divi- 
sion with 138 more, and the Lake Shore 
Division with 322 more. 

Accompanying this report are Table I, 
which is a comparison of the enrollment by 
Divisions this year with that of last year; 
Table II, which makes a similar comparison 
of enrollment by counties and Divisions. 

For comparative purposes we are includ- 
ing in this table the number of teaching 
positions in each county and division as re- 
ported to the Superintendent of Public In- 
struction for the year ending June 30, 1932, 
which is the latest report available. In com- 
paring enrollment this year with the num- 
ber of teaching positions last year, remem- 
ber that in many counties fewer teachers 
are employed this year. Therefore, some 
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counties may have 100 per cent enrollment 
this year although it is not apparent in the 
table. We have omitted the percentages of 
enrollment because they could not be com- 
puted exactly or reported accurately. Table 
Ill, or my record of expenditures compared 
with appropriations made for this year to 
the several subjects of appropriations, will 
appear in the report of the Committee on 
Appropriations. 


General Activities of the Office 


The reports of your secretary are so simi- 
lar from year to year that I fear they be- 
come monotonous to those of you who read 
them or attend the annual meetings regu- 
larly; therefore, some of the activities of 
the office and duties of your officers will be 
mentioned very briefly or not at all in this 
report. For a complete understanding of 
the activities of the office I beg leave to 
refer you to the proceedings of the annual 
meetings of the last three or four years, as 
published in the February ILtino1s TEACHER 
for each year. In fact all copies of the Ixut- 
Nots TEACHER issued are in a sense reports 
from our office. 
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The usual ten numbers of our official 
magazine were issued during the year and 
mailed to the members of the Association. 
The total number mailed was about 380,000 
which cost $14,405.93. The Itino1s TEACHER 
earned by advertising $4,899.19, which left 
$9,506.74 to be paid out of other funds. 
The total amount expended was a little more 
than the appropriation, but this could not 
be avoided unless we omitted one issue or 
reduced the quality of the magazine below 
what we believed our members want. 


The issue of last March contained 52 
pages instead of the usual 32, and cost about 
$800 more than the other issues. But this 
number was issued in the midst of the cam- 
paign to save the schools and its purpose 
was to build up the morale of our own mem- 
bership; therefore, the additional $800 was 
paid out of the special “Save the Schools” 
fund. 


We have much evidence recently that the 
magazine is quite generally read. We have 
received many letters of commendation and 
some very helpful criticisms, for both of 
which we are truly thankful. 
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It may interest you to know that the 
president of the Educational Press Associa- 
tion of America recently made a study of 
the various educational publications in this 
country and in his address at the annual 
meeting named the ILtino1s TEACHER at the 
top of the list of magazines issued as organs 
of state associations. 

We take this opportunity to express our 
sincere thanks and appreciation to the 
numerous educational leaders and author- 
ities in Ilinois who have contributed ar- 
ticles to the ILtinors TEACHER in the past 
few years. Their contributions have been 
the chief cause of the increased interest 
shown by our readers. 

On account of the greater number of 
changes in teaching positions in the last 
year and of changes in post office addresses 
it has been very difficult to keep a correct 
mailing list; in fact it is an enormous task at 
all times to keep a mailing list of about 
38,000 names and addresses corrected and up 
to date. Nearly 20,000 of these names come 
in at about the same time in the late fall 
or early winter and we are compelled at 
that time to employ extra help in the office 
to check up and list all these names cor- 
rectly. 

Business conditions or other causes have 
greatly reduced the amount received from 
advertising and the money from that source 
pays a much smaller part of the cost of the 
magazine than formerly. We respectfully 
recommend that all our members and par- 
ticularly the principals and superintendents 
come to the aid of their official organ by 
recommending to the agents of publishing 
houses and other commercial institutions 
that they advertise in the ILLinois TEACHER. 
They should then of course patronize the 
companies advertising if their terms are as 
favorable as those of other companies. By 
doing this our members will help to sup- 
port their own organization and its necessary 
activities. 


Other Publicity 


There has been issued from our office 
much other publicity and informational mat- 
ter during the past year. Hardly a day 
passes that we are not asked for several 
copies of such matter as we have in either 
printed or mimeographed form. 

This is probably the place to make a brief 
report of the “Save the Schools” campaign 
which was conducted last spring. In har- 
mony with directions by the Representative 
Assembly of last year, your Board of Di- 
rectors planned the campaign and appointed 
as an executive committee to conduct it 
Mr. N. M. Mason, Mr. A. L. Whittenberg, 
and your secretary. We had several meet- 
ings and perfected a general plan of cam- 
paign, which we issued in mimeographed 
form and sent quite generally over the state. 
With the assistance of many teachers 
throughout the state we compiled directions 
for conducting the campaign, slogans, lists 
of speakers, and gathered drawings for post- 
ers. With some help from our Research De- 
partment and the assistant editor we com- 
posed and had printed four leaflets for 
general distribution. In response to calls 
for this material we distributed over the 
state large amounts of it. The number of 


pieces sent out totaled about 150,000, as 
follows: 20,000 copies of the Public School 
Catechism; 80,000 of the leaflets, or 20,000 
of each of the four numbers; 10,000 post- 
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ers or 5,000 of each of the two posters 
chosen; 38,000 of the extra pages of the 
March number of the Ittino1s Teacuer, and 
several thousand copies of directions for 
the campaign, lists of speakers, slogans and 
other material. 

The cost of printing, mimeographing, the 
machinery necessary to do this work, the 
express, postage, and help required to count 
out, wrap, and ship this material and other 
incidental expenses amounted to $3,173.54. 
Your Board of Directors and committee have 
not yet expended all the money contributed 
to this campaign and have a balance left 
on hand to be used as your Committee on 
Appropriations or this Representative Assem- 
bly may direct. Much of this balance came 
in after the campaign was well under way or 
completed. Your Board of Directors and 
its executive committee might have planned 
a more extensive campaign if they had 
known when they planned it just how much 
money they were to have to spend. 

We believe this campaign was worth more 
than it cost, and that much of the present 
activity in the interests of schools is a re- 
sult of it. 

Division Meetings 

Six of the Division meetings were held 
last spring and eleven in the fall. Brief 
reports of these meetings have been or will 
be published in the ILtrno1s Teacuer. Prac- 
tically all the work of arranging the pro- 
grams and administering the affairs of the 
Divisions is done by the local division of- 
ficers, but our office is frequently called upon 
to act in an advisory capacity, and we sent 
to each of the four principal officers of each 
Division certain directions in regard to the 
administration of affairs of the Division 
necessary to coordinate the activities of the 
Divisions with each other and with the State 
Association. We take pleasure in highly 
commending the good work of these local 
officers and their excellent spirit of coopera- 
tion with our office. 

There has been less complaint than usual 
this year about the transfer of dues, which 
is evidence that such transfers are being 
made according to law. For instance, Treas- 
urer A. N. Barron of the Northeastern Divi- 
sion, not knowing the addresses of other 
treasurers, sent to our office checks of 
$10.00 and $77.00 for the treasurers of the 
Black Hawk and East Central Divisions, re- 
spectively, for dues of members of those 
Divisions collected at the meeting of the 
Northeastern Division. Such remittances as 
these not only comply with the law but also 
create a spirit of good will and coopera- 
tion among the Divisions. 


Legislative Work 


The regular session of the 58th General 
Assembly met on January 4 and continued 
for six months. This was an unusually dif- 
ficult session for your legislative committee 
and its special representative, the secretary 
of the State Association. Since the chair- 
man of your Committee on Legislation is to 
report to you and since your secretary made 
quite a full report in the September num- 
ber of the I:uinors TEacHeER, we shall not 
give you any extended report here. Suffice it 
to say that the legislative task under present 
conditions is a very dificult one and must 
perforce consist largely of a defensive cam- 
paign. Many dangerous and destructive bills 
were introduced this year, and at times some 
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of them threatened to pass. We had a few 
over 200 bills on our list that we believed 
of sufficient importance to the teachers, the 
schools, and education in general to require 
that we follow them from their introduction 
until they were finally disposed of in some 
way. 

Probably the most important function we 
had to perform was to keep the legislative 
committee and its auxiliary committees in- 
formed. For this purpose we built up a 
mailing list of about 1,800 of the leading 
teachers, and members of other organizations 
and their legislative committees and sent 
them frequent bulletins from Springfield. 
These bulletins gave lists of House and Sen- 
ate committees, digests of bills, the status 
of bills at the time each bulletin was issued, 
and advice as to what to do in the several 
senatorial districts, etc., etc. The results 
in actual campaigning throughout the state 
were better than usual this year. Evidently 
our local committees are learning how to 


follow directions and to campaign effectively 

All this at times required the full time 
and attention of all our office force and I 
wish to acknowledge and commend to you 
the helpful support given to the campaign 
by the other employees in your office. The 
final results were that no really destructive 
bills were enacted and a few short steps in 
advance were made. Again we beg leave to 
refer you to the more complete report in 
the Ittinois TeacHer of last September for 
the secretary’s report of important bills in- 
troduced, enacted, and tabled or defeated. 


Field Work 


The legislative work and other duties this 
year limited the field work of your secre- 
tary. However, several addresses were de- 
livered to teachers’ meetings, institutes, Par- 
ent-Teacher Associations, Rotary Clubs and 
other service clubs, local Chambers of Com- 
merce, and various woman's clubs and other 
organizations. In addition to this we have 
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Certainly absolute free- 
dom would be more beauti- 

ful if we were birds or poets; 
; but co-operation and a lov- 
ing sacrifice of a part of our- 
selves—or even of the whole, 
save the love in us—are 
beautiful if we are men living 
together—GEORGE SAN- 
TAYANA. ; 








been called upon frequently to supply speak- 
ers for various types of meetings and have 
done so in nearly all such cases. 


Relation to the N. E. A. 


Your Board of Directors appointed its 
full quota of delegates to the annual sum- 
mer meeting of the N. E. A., at Chicago 
this year, and I believe all of them were 
in attendance. Your secretary this year had 
more duties than usual in our relations with 
the National Association. He acted as a 
member of the Board of Directors and at- 
tended three meetings of that Board. He 
acted as a delegate to the Representative 
Assembly, representing the life membership 
of the State Teachers Association. He de- 
livered an address to the general session in 
Chicago on July 6, which you will find 
printed in the annual proceedings of the 
summer meeting. He was a member of the 
Committee on Social-Economic Goals and 
attended three meetings of that committee, 
two in Washington and one in Chicago. 
The report of that committee has been com- 
pleted and printed and is available for dis- 
tribution at the office of the N. E. A. in 
Washington. You will find it also on pages 
5 to 12 of the Journal of the N. E. A. for 
January, 1934. 

Your secretary also was a consultant of 
the Joint Commission on the Emergency in 
Education, attended one meeting of that 
Commission and answered many questions 
which came by mail from the chairman and 
members of the Commission. He was also 
a member of the Conference on the Financ- 
ing of Education and attended that confer- 
ence at Columbia University, New York, for 
the first two weeks in August. This con- 
ference consisted of about twenty people 
from various parts of the United States and 
worked earnestly all the days and part of 
the nights for the two weeks. A report 
has been issued which we believe is a good 
long-time program for the improvement of 
school finance in the various states. How- 
ever, I will say that personally I was dis- 
appointed that it did not contain some plan 
for attacking the problem of immediate re- 
lief for the present emergency in school 
finance. Possibly all this work for the Na- 
tional Association took more time than some 
of you will believe should have been devoted 
to it; however, the financial support of the 
N. E. A. by the teachers of Illinois is prac- 
tically the same as they give their State 
Association; therefore, we evidently deem 
the activities of the N. E. A. as being im- 
portant and should participate in such ac- 
tivities as far as conditions in Illinois and 
other pressing duties will permit. The time 
required next year for the N. E. A. duties 
will probably be reduced below that of last 
year. 
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Office Staff 


The regular employees of the Association 
are the same as reported for the last two 
years. The service of all these employees 
has been faithful and continuous. The Di- 
rector of Research will make his own re- 
port, but I will say that there were times 
in the legislative campaign when practically 
all his time and energies were used in help- 
ing promote that campaign and in obtain- 
ing special information for members of the 
Legislature, our committees, or members of 
the allied organizations; in fact, during a 
legislative campaign I find it necessary to 
re-organize the whole office force in the 
promotion of that campaign, and all the 
employees respond quite loyally. There are 
times when we must all apply ourselves to 
sudden and insistent demands to perform 
duties or meet exigencies that could not 
be foreseen even a day in advance. 

I am glad to say that the assistant editor, 
Eloise Bingham, deserves much of the credit 
for the improvement in the ILtrno1s TEACHER. 
The research assistant, Mildred Whitlock, 
did her full part in the legislative cam- 
paign by her expert work in cutting stencils 
and mimeographing bulletins. With the 
work of the office constantly increasing we 
have found it necessary to employ more ad- 
ditional help this year than ever before. 
There are times when several hundred letters 
or possibly several thousand circulars must 
go out at once and the only way to do the 
work in time is to hire enough help to do it. 


Miscellaneous Duties 


Some of the various duties performed by 
the secretary’s office are as follows: 

Recording and editing the proceedings of 
the annual State meeting of last year and 
the publication of such proceedings in the 
February number of the Ittinois TEACHER. 

Attending the six meetings of the Board 
of Directors since our last annual meeting. 
keeping the minutes of the proceedings of 
the Board and publishing them in the ILut- 
NoIs TEACHER. 

Attending eight meetings of the various 
committees in an advisory capacity and when 
necessary keeping a record of the proceed- 
ings of such meetings. 

Keeping a record and file of the 386 bills 
presented to the Board of Directors for pay- 
ment in the last year, checking up on these 
bills, and writing an order on the treasurer 
to pay each of them after being approved 
by the president and chairman of the execu- 
tive committee. All these original bills and 
a detailed typewritten list of them have been 
filed with the auditing committee. 

Attending to the constantly increasing 
correspondence of the office which has 
amounted in the past year to a few over 
four thousand official letters besides the 
many thousand mimeographed bulletins. This 
was an average of about twelve letters dic- 
tated and typed each working day, and many 
of them required reference to records of 
the Research Department, the statutes of 
the state, or literature in the public library. 

Attending in an advisory capacity several 
conferences called by other groups. 

Arranging the details of this program af- 
ter its general plan had been worked out by 
the executive committee, checking up on 
delegate credentials, making out seat cards 
and the other necessary details to facilitate 
the purposes and the work of the meeting. 
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Tactics Of Opposing Forces 


Before concluding, I deem it my duty to 
call attention to a phase of the recent legis- 
lative campaigns that has had very little 
mention in the past. We refer to the very 
powerful influences we have had to oppose 
recently, the destructive measures that they 
advocate and promote with determination, 
and the bitter resentment of their leaders 
when their plans are frustrated or their 
bills are defeated. The legislative game at 
Springfield is not child’s play. It has be- 
come a grim struggle between fiercely con- 
tending forces that neither ask nor give 
quarter. This warfare was not so fierce 
nor even apparent five years ago; but now 
that powerful interests have decided to re- 
duce school costs below even a reasonable 
minimum and to curtail educational facil- 
ities destructively, we are compelled to wage 
a defensive campaign that has become almost 
a bitter warfare. The time has come when 
we must openly recognize this fact and when 
we must either conduct a more vigorous, 
fighting campaign, or retreat from the field 
of battle leaving the control of school 
finances and facilities to those whom we 
have recently considered dangerous to both. 

If you will excuse a brief recital of per- 
sonal experiences, I beg leave to state that 
this warfare leaves scars on those of us on 
the firing line. We can not come off the 
field of conflict unscathed. For example, 
a group of voters in the last primary cam- 
paign asked me for the record on educa- 
tional bills of a certain member of the House 
of Representatives who had been faithfully 
doing the bidding of the enemies of schools. 
I told them the truth, and he became so 
angry that he threatened all sorts of retalia- 
tion, from personal violence to the defeat 
of all bills recommended by teachers in the 
future. However, I still survive, and he is 
not now a member of the Legislature. 

A very prominent citizen of Illinois, a 
member of a board of education, and a mem- 
ber of a bonding firm interested in school 
bonds recently proclaimed to his community 
that the Illinois State Teachers Association 
and particularly its legislative representative 
hang like mill stones on the neck of educa- 
tional progress in Illinois. When this was 
reported to me I recalled that I had op- 
posed a bill very dear to his heart and no 
doubt considered very beneficial to his bond- 
ing firm inasmuch as it would permit the 
diversion of the educational fund to pay 
the principal and interest of school district 
bonds; or in other words, it would have re- 
quired that some of the scanty funds now 
used to pay teachers’ salaries be used in the 
future to pay off building bonds. 

I have a letter from a city superintendent 
in southern Illinois which informs me that 
another prominent citizen and the president 
of a great state-wide organization says that 
“The State Teachers Association double- 
crossed or at least played horse with us this 
year,” and that if he meets with a committee 
of the State Teachers Association again, 
“it must be a sensible group, and not one 
like the present legislative committee.” I 
beg leave to state that the “double-crossing” 
or “horse-play” consisted of our honorable 
opposition and final defeat of a measure 
vitally affecting the schools. This was an 


amendment to a companion bill of the sales 
tax bill that would have limited school dis- 
trict tax levies to 80% of the average for 
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the last four years in each district no matter 
how great the reductions in those levies had 
been in that time. I distinctly remember 
being in that legislative fight but I can- 
not remember “double-crossing” anybody or 
even “playing horse”; and I really believed 
that in acting with your legislative commit- 
tee I was working with a sensible group; but 
our eminent opponent evidently believes 
otherwise. 

On another occasion we deemed it neces- 
sary to speak in committee against a bill 
that was introduced for the purpose of au- 
thorizing the division of one high-school dis- 
trict, but which in fact would have per- 
mitted the easy dissolution of hundreds of 
high-school districts. The bill died in com- 
mittee, but the eminent gentleman who had 
come to Springfield to get it enacted returned 
home and in speaking to a local organiza- 
tion made some emphatic statements that 
were not meant to be complimentary to your 
humble servant. 

Last spring when it came time for county 
clerks to estimate the rates of taxation 
necessary to raise the limited amounts levied 
by the several school districts, the attorneys 
for certain Corporations misinterpreted a 
new but inoperative law to mean that all 
moneys received by school districts from 
the state common school fund must be de- 
ducted from the levy and that the tax rate 
must be limited to what would raise the 
balance. These attorneys evidently com- 
municated their misinterpretation to the 
county clerks; for we received letters from 
a city superintendent and a county super- 
intendent in different parts of the state in- 
forming us that their county clerks were 
proceeding to make such reductions. We 
at once sent a circular letter to all county 
superintendents explaining that the law 
cited did not apply at all and that such re- 
ductions as were proposed were absolutely 
illegal. This saved for the schools several 
million dollars ... that is it saved what- 
ever amount was distributed to the schools 
by the state last year. But the powerful 
people advocating the reductions then pro- 
ceeded to render a great patriotic service to 
their state by denouncing your secretary ‘as 
an officious interloper and the Teachers As- 
sociation as the most selfish and greedy 
group participating in public affairs. 

These are a few of many examples I 
might give of the methods of our opponents 
and of those we must oppose and of their 
use of even bitter personal criticism and de- 
nunciation. These examples are not ex- 
pressed as a wail of distress nor as a howl 
of resentment for I consider all such per- 
sonal criticisms coming from the particular 
people expressing them as being highly 
complimentary; and I have a_ sufficiently 
large number of letters of appreciation and 
commendation from many of the very best 
members of the General Assembly and from 
teachers and other good citizens to alleviate 
entirely any suffering that the criticisms 
might cause even if I were sensitive to it. 
But I do have two reasons for informing you 
of these criticisms, as follows: 


First, there are many teachers who know 
little about the work of the Association, or 
of its officers, or of what we have to con- 
tend with; but some of these teachers do 
know rather favorably the people who make 
these criticisms and who are possibly their 
kindly-disposed and estimable neighbors. In 
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fact most of the members and representa- 
tives of these organizations opposing us are 
kind and helpful neighbors locally. There- 
fore, in such battles as we have been en- 
gaged in recently, we have had some of our 
own members sniping at us from our own 
ranks; and we are telling you about it here 
so you may inform such teachers of the 
error of their ways and get them lined up in 
defense of their own interests. 

Second, we must impress upon all our 
members the fact that the common schools 
are being attacked by powerful interests 
who adopt extreme methods in effecting their 
purposes, and that we must continue our 
campaign in defense of the schools and 
must enlist as many other organizations as 
possible to fight with us. 

I do not hesitate to declare that, although 
school funds in Illinois are scanty this year, 
they would be less by several million dollars 
this year and next if it were not for the 
fight put up by the State Teachers Associa- 
tion, its committees, and its officers. Tell 
that to the snipers and the critics who say 
the Association does not render satisfactory 
service, 


What of the Future? 


Most respectfully and earnestly I solicit 
your attention to a few additional statements 
of impressions I have received and conclusions 
I have reached as results of my contacts 
and experiences with certain interests pow- 
erful in Illinois. The conclusions may be 
summed up in the statement that the prob- 
lem of school finance in the immediate fu- 
ture will be extremely complicated and dif- 
ficult. There is no easy way out of the pres- 
ent crisis, but a realization and understand- 
ing of the difficulties may help us in our 
met»od of attack. 

Firs:, and as already indicated, govern- 
mental affairs in Illinois have been and are 
controlled by powerful business organiza- 
tions, such as the bankers, the manufac- 
turers, the railroads and other great cor- 
porations, and combinations of two or more 
or of all these interests in chambers of com- 
merece, taxpayers’ leagues, citizens commit- 
tees, etc. Recently these forces have de- 
termined that “the cost of government must 
be reduced,” and it is apparent that they 
have concentrated upon school costs in par- 
ticular. Their denunciation of high taxes, 
their insidious and indiscriminating propa- 
ganda against taxes in general, and the sub- 
servient claque of politicians reiterating 
their propaganda throughout the state have 
developed a general feeling among the peo- 
ple that all taxes are an unnecessary evil. 
They have fomented a destructive rebellion 
against taxation laws rather than a con- 
structive effort to improve them. All public 
functions and institutions are suffering, the 
schools probably more than any other. 

We agree that there are some evils or at 
least inequities in our present tax laws and 
their administration, and we agree with the 
farmers, for instance, that real estate ought 
not bear all the burden, and that other 
sources of public revenue onght to be used. 
But these big business interests oppose with 
all their power such taxes as graduated 
personal income taxes, corporation income 
taxes, or any form of income taxes, grain 
futures taxes, stock exchange taxes, sever- 
ance taxes, or in fact any form of taxes 
that would relieve the burden on the poor 
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The more ideals a man 
has, the more contemptible, ; 
on the whole, do you con- 
tinue to deem him, if the 
matter ends there for him, 
and if none of the laboring 
man's virtues are called into 
action on his part—no cour- 
age shown, no privations un- 
dergone, no dirt or scars 
contracted in the attempt to 
get them realized.—WIL- 
LIAM JAMES. 4 
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and place it on these more able to bear 
the cost of government. These interests pre- 
fer and advocate the abominable uniform 
sales tax, which, as Dr. Seligman says, is an 
upside-down progressive income tax that 
taxes the poor much more than it does the 
rich. Some of the publications of these 
business organizations have boasted of de- 
feating the bills in the legislature that we 
have had introduced for the purpose of 
bringing about some mild but necessary re- 
forms in taxation in Illinois. 

The second almost insuperable obstacle to 
obtaining liberal support for schools is the 
overwhelming competition for available pub- 
lic revenues. Simultaneously with a rapidly 
diminishing tax base caused by the defla- 
tion or the actual disappearance of values, 
there appear new and irresistible demands 
for additional and expensive services to be 
paid for by public funds. 

For instance, every state administration 
in the last twenty years has taken charge of 
affairs with the avowed and probably sincere 
purpose of reducing the cost of state gov- 
ernment, and particularly of reducing the 
number of state employees and their sal- 
aries. But it seems that before each four- 
year term expires, more people are employed 
and more money is being spent in salaries 
than ever before. So the state payroll to 
political employees is constantly competing 
with the state school fund, which is of little 
use to the politicians. 

Another startling example of this compe- 
tition for funds is the almost terrifying de- 
mand in the last two years for funds for 
the relief of the poor and the destitute un- 
employed. It seems that the necessity for 
furnishing subsistence to people unable to 
earn it for themselves in our sadly deranged 
social order and the terrifying dangers 
threatening if they are not fed have so oc- 
cupied the minds of our statesmen and ab- 
sorbed the funds available for public pur- 
poses that the schools have been permitted 
to starve to death. We shall desist here from 
a tempting diatribe upon the evils and dan- 
gers of starving the minds of children and 
of starving both the minds and bodies of 
teachers, distorting their ideals, and weaken- 
ing their loyalty. 

This implication that changes are taking 
place in the minds and attitudes of teachers 
is justified by the fact that they have been 
starved into the abandonment of certain 
principles of taxation. The crisis in school 
finance in Illinois has become so acute that 
most of us are now willing to accept reve- 
nues for school support from any possible 
source not actually criminal. With children 
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being cheated out of their rights and being 
deprived of educational and cultural neces- 
sities, and with thousands of impoverished 
and destitute teachers rendering a necessary 
service for little or nothing and going for 
months without pay, it may be necessary for 
the schools to accept whatever the guardians 
of concentrated wealth may permit us to 
have. Therefore, it is probable that at this 
meeting you will be called upon to consider 
for recommendation such means of sup- 
porting schools as the sales tax, or more 
euphoniously called the occupational tax now 
in effect, a flat rate income tax with low or 
no exemptions, revenues from the liquor 
traffic, and other things that in the past have 
been very distasteful to teachers. I am one 
who will not blame you for adopting any 
of these means if you see fit to do so in this 
time of extremity. 


But if we must agree to or even recom- 
mend that these questionable funds be used 
to save the schools in this crisis, we cer- 
tainly ought to remain loyal to the true 
principles of taxation as expressed in the 
past as being necessary for the ultimate 
solution of the tax problem. In general 
these principles were that taxation support 
of public institutions should be in propor- 
tion to ability to pay, with some considera- 
tion also of whether the wealth measuring 
such ability is earned by actual service or 
obtained by special privilege, monopoly, 
sharp practices, or other inequitable but not 
illegal methods. For instance, ten or fifteen 
years ago, when David Felmley, J. O. Engle- 
man, O. L. Manchester, and William B. 
Owen were shaping the policies of our As- 
sociation and helping to frame our plat- 
forms, we find such expressions as these: 
“More revenues ought to be derived from 
socially created increases in the value of 
natural resources;” and from “graduated 
inheritance and income taxes, the heavier 
burdens being on the larger inheritances and 
on unearned incomes.” Also this: “State 
revenues should be obtained to a greater 
extent from fees, licenses, franchise taxes 
on corporations graded according to earn- 
ings, inheritance taxes and income taxes.” 
Also this: “A general income tax, with 
progressive rates, the lowest one or two per 
cent, and the highest perhaps ten times the 
lowest, said tax to be without property tax 
offsets,—this last to the end that those able 
to live off the returns from property may 
contribute more than those who live off 
wages and moderate salaries.” And, finally, 
only six years ago we said that “we recom- 
mend a system of comporation and income 
taxes ... but... incomes resulting from 
personal service or industrial enterprise 
should be taxed at a lower rate than those 
resulting. from private appropriation of so- 
cially created values.” 


But the people with large salaries and in- 
comes and the possessors of unearned wealth 
are now dictating affairs in Illinois, and they 
have decreed that their taxes must be re- 
duced and that as new taxes are levied the 
burdens must be placed on the shoulders 
of the poor and of those in very moderate 
circumstances, Therefore, if we are to save 
the schools, it seems to me that three things 
are necessary; first, we teachers must dis- 
continue our blind faith in the control of 
government by the business and commercial 
interests, whose rule has wrecked our 
economic system and starved the schools; 
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and we must ally ourselves with the com- 
mon people, the workers and producers, 
who are the parents of much the larger num- 
ber of children in our schools. This does 
not yet mean a direct affiliation with any 
other class organization, but it does mean 
a sympathetic and working alliance with all 
groups to whom the common schools mean 
so much. 

Second, we must arouse these allied groups 
to the dangers threatening the schools and 
the education of their children, and we must 
enlist their cooperation in framing educa- 
tional and tax reform programs and their 
enthusiastic support of such programs in 
campaigns to make them concrete realities. 
It will require such cooperation by the larg- 
est possible number of people to save the 
schools; educators cannot do it alone. Our 
error in the past has been that we have 
looked too exclusively to the wrong class, 
the class that is now forcing destructive re- 
trenchments and curtailments. 

Third, we must have some definite pro- 
gram to present for the improvement of 
school conditions. I shall not here attempt 
to outline any such plan, of course, since 
that is one of the main purposes of this 
meeting. I merely state it as being neces- 
sary, unless we are willing to turn over the 
making of such plans entirely to others. 

Let us hope that this representative body 
of teachers may act with the sincerity, toler- 
ance, harmony, and wisdom that will re- 
sult in a program that will confound our 
opponents, inspire our friends, and ultim- 
ately result in “a thorough and efficient sys- 
tem of free schools whereby all children of 
this state may receive a good common school 
education.” 


A delegate moved that the report be 
accepted and be made a part of the 
proceedings. This motion was duly 
seconded and carried by unanimous 
vote. 

The President then called for the 
report of the Director of Research, 
whereupon Mr. Lester R. Grimm read 
the following: 


REPORT OF RESEARCH 
DEPARTMENT 


To the Officers and Representative Assembly 
of the Illinois State Teachers Association: 


@ THE following report of the Research 
Department for the year 1933 is presented 
for your consideration. 

Amidst the legislative confusion of several 
months and the almost incessant calls for 
information that came to us throughout the 
year we found interspersed periods of time 
to compile information upon certain topics 
to such extent that we have seen fit to issue 
them in printed or mimeographed form. We 
shall mention the following: 

The Public School Catechism, revised, 7th 
edition. 

The Retrenchment Onslaught and the 
Schools, mimeographed booklet of 40 pages. 

A study of conditions in non-high school 
districts, and a study of non-high school tax 
rates. 

A leaflet compiled for the Committee on 
the Save the Schools Campaign, entitled 
America’s Belief in Education. 

A compilation of city school tax rates pay- 
able in 1933. 
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School Programs and Retrenchment, a 
summary of retrenchments made in city 
schools; issued as a booklet of 25 pages. 

Outline of Proposed Pension Bill, a 
mimeographed booklet of 23 pages; issued 
after several weeks of checking statistics and 
details arranged according to principles out- 
lined by the Committee on Pensions. 

Financial Problems Before Schools, a 
mimeographed booklet of 25 pages based on 
questionnaire summaries. 

Two articles for the ILtinois TEACHER 
entitled (a) “Let Us Think on Pensions”; 
and (b) “Again We Talk Pensions.” 

Two articles for the ILtino1s TEACHER on 
school finance: (a) “School Relief—The 
State’s Obligation”; (b) “School Relief— 
Some Ways and Means.” 

To the above list might well be added a 
few mimeographed briefs regarding bills be- 
fore the legislature; a statistical array upon 
the state school fund prepared for the ad- 
ministrative assistant in the Office of the 
Governor; a few minor contributions for the 
oficial magazine; and the like. Also we 
rechecked the bill for the Committee on 
Larger Unit and prepared for the same com- 
mittee a mimeographed outline comparing 
the committee bill with the so-called Griffen- 
hagen plan of larger unit and the typical 
plan of county school organization. 

It will be seen that the above list covers 
a wide range of subjects. Some of the topics 
should have been investigated much more 
thoroughly. But as long as we must spend 
so much time upon legislation and so much 
time in furnishing informational service and 
in miscellaneous office duties, we must 
frankly state that little time remains for any- 
thing else. Much of the material that went 
into the mimeographed booklets above men- 
tioned was prepared by working nights and 
over week-ends. 

We have two other studies in progress 
now—one, a rather detailed report to be 
made to the State School Fund Committee; 
and the other, a rather lengthy discussion 
of the more practical probl encountered 
in raising revenues for schools in Illinois. 

The two chief difficulties encountered in 
connection with the reports issued by our 
department are: (1) the limitations upon 
the supply of copies that can be made avail- 
able by mimeographing. Copies of nearly 
every report that we have produced this 
year are no longer available. Even the 
Catechism, printed by the thousands, is ex- 
hausted. (2) We are unable to gather in- 
formation upon all the worth while topics 
that members of the Association request in 
line with our general program. It would 
take several people to assemble data on the 
questions that come in. 

Nearly 9,000 pieces of mail have been 
handled by the research department alone 
this year; this number does not include the 
bulletins of the committees and secretary 
upon which we have given some assistance. 
Over 148,000 sheets have gone through the 
mimergraph in our department this year. 

About four and one-half months of the 
year were given over almost entirely to the 
regular legislative session of the 58th Gen- 
eral Assembly. Legislation affecting educa- 
tional interests will be discussed by others, 
but we also must discuss the subject to some 
extent or fail to give you in any sense an 
idea of the work of our department. Let us 

(Continued on page 177) 
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How Save the Schools? 


@ OUR correspondence indicates that this is the all- 

absorbing question in the minds of the teachers of IIli- 
nois. It seems to be the consensus of opinion that the 
state or the federal government must act quickly and vig- 
orously if the schools are to be saved. But, unless we 
are willing to admit that our state government is an abso- 
lute failure, we should not expect Washington to save the 
schools until Springfield makes an earnest effort. 


The Governor has indicated that he intends to include 
financial relief for schools as a purpose of the call for a 
third special session of the 58th General Assembly; but 
he has also stated that he will not issue such call until 
the present second session enacts a law for the regulation 
of the liquor traffic. At the time this is written, January 
20, the legislature seems to be hopelessly deadlocked on a 
crazy patchwork liquor bill. The Governor has not stated 
just what his third call will include for schools. There- 
fore, since we do not know when the third special ses- 
sion will convene or what it can do when it does convene, 
we cannot at this time give much definite information or 
instruction in regard to a legislative campaign to meet the 
crisis in school finance. 


However, we are submitting to our members the fol- 
lowing suggestions for immediate consideration and ac- 
tion: 

1. Arouse the people in your community to the needs of the 
schools and the necessity for help from the state. 

2. Inform the people of the legislative program of the I. S. T. A. 

3. Perfect a local organization in your community for quick 
and effective action when the campaign opens. If possible enlist 
other organizations to co-operate with your own, as advised in the 
next editorial, “A Strong Ally.” 


You will find our legislative program on pages 180-181 
of this magazine. It may be necessary for the commit- 
tee on legislation to make some changes in this pro- 
gram in the light of further development of the crisis and 
the provisions of the Governor’s call; but we believe that 
its general principles and features will remain practical- 
ly unchanged. Therefore, you will, of course, become 
familiar enough with it to explain and defend it. 


We expect to issue bulletins of information and instruc- 
tion from our Springfield office at frequent intervals dur- 
ing the legislative session if and when called. These will 
go to a few leaders in each county and we hope to one 
or two leaders in each community. These leaders should 
at once inform as many others as possible of the con- 
tents of the bulletins. 


Let us all get ready to do our full part in the service 
of the schools when the third special session convenes. 
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By ROBERT C. MOORE 


A Strong Ally 


@ ON January 5, your secretary received a letter from 

Mr. Russell Cook, National Director of the American- 
ism Commission of the American Legion, in which he 
said: “Realizing that there is now an opportunity for 
real service to the community, state, and nation, the 
American Legion is throwing the strength and influence of 
its one million members, in 10,700 Posts throughout the 
nation, into the battle to keep the schools of the country 
open. . . . The National Americanism Commission of the 
Legion in its meeting November 19 recommended that all 
state Departments and Posts immediately organize a com- 
mittee on education to pay particular attention to the 
budgetary conditions of our schools and to co-operate 
with school authorities to the end that education may not 
be hampered by reason of the present financial crisis. . . . 

“We are giving you this information in order that you 
may inform all members of the teaching profession in 
your state of the interest of the American Legion in help- 
ing to meet the emergency in education. It would be our 
suggestion that, through your established publicity chan- 
nels, you suggest to the teachers in your state that they call 
upon the commanders of local American Legion Posts and 
co-operate to the fullest extent with local legion education 
committees in developing plans to solve the educational 
problem. Let me assure you that our organization is 
willing and anxious to aid in every way possible.” 

Inclosed with the letter was a copy of a circular that 
was being sent to all Legion Posts. Here are a few quota- 
tions from that circular: 


Our schools are being attacked by a dangerous enemy—an enemy 
which seeks to tamper with the education of our coming genera- 
tion. The American Legion has as one of its most important ac- 
tivities the sponsoring of an adequate system of national defense 
for our nation. What more appropriate method of defending the 
democratic institutions of our nation than by guaranteeing a com- 
plete, full schoel opportunity to every child under the American 
flag. wore = ¢ 


It is the sense of this organization that education should be given 
it proper consideration by legislative bodies and should not be made 
to bear a major part of the sacrifices for economy. 

. > * > > 

It is of immediate importance that American Legion Posts 
throughout the nation give consideration to the critical situation 
in the schools which, in many communities, are entirely closed and 
which in others have been so crippled by so-called “economies” as 
to make it impossible for them to do effective or satisfactory work. 
The American Legion believes that “The security and perpetuity 
of this nation depends upon the patriotic education of its youth.” 
The critical situation of our schools presents one of the best op- 
portunities that has ever come to Legionnaires to perform con- 
structive and valuable service to the community, state, and nation. 

We should certainly welcome this able ally in the cam- 
paign to save the schools. Jn every community where 
there is a Legion Post, the teachers should at once appoint 
a committee to interview the Post Commander, to inform 
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him of the school crisis in Illinois, to acquaint him with 
our legislative program, and to enlist him and the Post 
in the campaign to make that program effective. If some 
officer of the Post wants to receive our legislative bulletins 
when issued, send his name and address to your state 
secretary. 

Let us do all in our power to encourage and assist the 
Legion in carrying out this very laudable purpose. 


Let Us Emulate Our Neighbor 


@ WHEN we feel doubtful about the ability of our state 
to save the schools and pay the teachers, we turn to 
our neighboring State of Indiana for comfort. The 
Hoosiers have demonstrated that when a governor and 
General Assembly really want to save the schools they 
can find a way. Certainly Indiana is no richer than 
Illinois, but it is far ahead of our state in recent legisla- 
tion to preserve school standards and to be fair to teach- 
ers and children. As evidence of this we quote a few 
expressions from the address of Governor Paul V. McNutt 
of Indiana to our annual state meeting on the evening of 
December 26. ' 

Some of us have shocked the enthusiastic road-building 
governors of Illinois by saying that some of the gasoline 
tax money might well be used for school support. Gov- 
ernor McNutt said: “Roads and buildings may wait, 
but not the children.” 

We have had a long and sometimes bitter fight in IIli- 
nois to get the state to appropriate out of state funds as 
much as nine or ten dollars per child in the elementary 
grades. No state funds are appropriated here for high 
schools. Governor McNutt said: “The 1933 General 
Assembly enacted the school support law authorizing the 
state to pay $600.00 per teacher to the employing school 
unit on the basis of average daily attendance of 35 pupils 
for the elementary grades and 25 pupils in the high 
schools.” This appropriation amounts to $17 to $24 per 
pupil and is made by the state out of state funds. 

In Illinois we have eight or nine thousand teachers who 
will this year be paid less than $720 a year, the scale set 
by the Federal Government for unskilled labor; and we 
shall probably have 12,000 or more paid less than $800.00 
for the year. Governor McNutt said: “Our minimum 
wage law fixes the elementary teacher’s salary at a mini- 
mum of $800 per school year, and the high-school teach- 
er’s salary at a minimum of $1,000 per school year.” 

Some of us have been recommending new sources of 
revenue for schools. Governor McNutt said: “Our school 
program will be financed by a gross income tax and in- 
tangibles tax and the interest from the common school 
fund. . . . Ninety per cent of the state taxes from liquor 
is used for school support.” 

On this side of the state line, we hear much about the 
impossibility of conducting many of our schools for the 
full term this year, and probably half our teachers have 
not been paid for several months and many of them are 
in dire distress. In Illinois the teachers are carrying the 
burden of educating the children. Governor McNutt says, 
“In Indiana no school has closed, and no teacher is un- 
paid for a single month.” 

We trust our Governor and General Assembly will emu- 
late our efficient, fair, and reasonable neighbors on the 
east when they tackle the Illinois school problem in the 
third special session. If they don’t, let us not feel hurt 
when the Hoosiers call us Suckers. 
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Correcting An Association of Commerce 


@ IN an editorial in the October ILLinois TEACHER, we 

quoted a bulletin issued by the Chamber of Commerce 
of the United States to its constituent chambers and asso- 
ciations in the states and local communities. That bulle- 
tin recommended drastic retrenchments in school finances 
and destructive curtailments of school facilities. It even 
suggested that tuition be paid by the pupils in the grades 
above the elementary schools. Our editorial was criti- 
cized by some Illinois people, who said that the local 
associations of commerce were not following the recom- 
mendations of the National Chamber. 

But now comes the January number of the Peoria 
Teacher, the official publication of the Peoria Teachers’ 
Association, and it is devoted to a report of the treasurer 
of the school district in reply to a report by a committee 
of the local association of commerce. The report of the 
treasurer contains the statement that the committee has 
urged “drastic salary cuts for teachers” because “the board 
is in an emergency, but has really not done much more 
than scratch the expenses of education.” The committee 
has also stated that there was a deficit of $42,650 in the 
funds of the schools last fall, and that in the preceding 
year the board spent $115,650 more than its receipts. 

The school treasurer’s report, made on December 12, 
says that the report of the committee of the Association 
of Commerce “so completely misses the true conception 
of the status of our finances as to convey a wrong impres- 
sion concerning the actual facts due no doubt to the fact 
that the committee did not inspect the tax settlement books 
of the school treasurer.” 

The school treasurer then goes on to show that instead 
of the deficit claimed by the committee, there was really 
an excess of receipts over expenditures; and he attaches 
to his report a certificate by a certified public accountant 
that his figures are correct. The final statements by the 
treasurer are as follows: 


1. We are not in an emergency. 

2. At the present time we are not short of funds. 

3. Our present financial condition is sound and does not en- 
danger the future operating of the schools. 

4. We are “in the clear” up to June, 1933, and finances out- 
lined for the present year to June, 1934, seem adequate. 


So we supose the Peoria schools will continue to 
operate and the teachers will continue to be paid in spite 
of the oracular wisdom and dictatorial advice of the 
Peoria Association of Commerce. All of which reminds 
us of an epigram expressed by an uncultured friend of our 
boyhood: “Figgers never lie, but sometimes liars figger.” 





Why? 
@ IN discussing the school crisis in Illinois, a most emi- 
nent educator recently said that he cannot understand 
why we have not stopped the wrecking of the Chicago 
school system by the people now in power. By “we” he 
means the teachers, principals, superintendents and other 
people these school employees might be able to rally to 
the defense of the schools. 
We respectfully submit an answer to his “Why?” 
First let us consider who are really in power and really 
responsible. The board of education adopts the resolutions, 
gives the orders, and performs the other legal acts; but 
no one in his right mind believes that the plans for the 
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wrecking originated with the board or that the board does 
not take orders from some unofficial group. We have a 
declaration of the leader of this unofficial but actually 
potent group, which is an admission of the fact that Chi- 
cago is “in charge” of a Citizens’ Committee made up of 
big business men. The chairman of this self-appointed, 
extra-governmental committee contributed an article to 
the Saturday Evening Post of January 14, 1933, entitled 
“The Taxpayer Takes Charge,” in which he spoke of “en- 
listing in the public service unreachable leadership—men 
of sufficient stature to take charge for the people of the 
people’s affairs.” He says also that “the banks have shown 
that they positively will not lend money for any municipal 
function which does not have our active support.” 

Notice that these Fascist Dictators have taken charge, 
that they are unreachable, and that they control the sources 
of credit. By “unreachable” we suppose they mean that 
they cannot be reached by such a thing as a request or 
demand from the people for whom they have taken charge 
of public affairs. 

Certain members of the board of education have frankly 
acknowledged the subordination of the board to the Citi- 
zens’ Committee in such matters as obtaining credit and 
making financial budgets for the schools; and they who 
control credit and budgets control the prover development 
or the wrecking of the school system. 

The men who make up this group now in charge of pub- 
lic school affairs are of the type that editors and preachers, 
writers and teachers have long held up as “successful” 
business men, model citizens, worthy of emulation and 
imitation by our youth. Their means, methods, and pur- 
poses in politics, business and money-making were rarely 
questioned even by intelligent school men, and a genera- 
tion of voters is now in control that worships at the shrine 
of material wealth and the ability to obtain it; so it is not 
surprising that in Illinois most of our public officials and 
departments of government submit to the dictation of a 
super-government of bankers and other big business dicta- 
tors. Education is partly responsible for the control of 
school affairs by the same class of citizens that wrecked 
our economic system, or at least, with all their business 
acumen, did not prevent its wrecking. 

Now the Frankenstein that we have created has turned 
upon the schools, and too many of our own number and 
of the people we have taught still consider him a fetish 
to safeguard society, or at worst as a sort of benevolent 
despot to whose irresponsible dictatorship we must en- 
trust our public affairs in this chaotic and hazardous era. 

And that is why “we” cannot stop his wrecking rampage. 





Shall We Get Into Politics? 


® THE same educator who asks why we cannot stop 

school-wrecking recommends that we “get into poli- 
tics.” Again by “we” he evidently means school employees 
and their friends. 

The fact is that for several years the I. S. T. A. has been 
in politics—not so much in the politics of parties, elec- 
tions, and patronage, which are usually associated with 
the term, as in our activities and relations with politically 
elected officials and in the arena of school legislation and 
administration. As far as possible we have avoided par- 
ticipation in the struggles of candidates or other individ- 
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uals for personal advancement or of parties for the promo- 
tion of party success. The nearest we have approached 
the latter type of politics has been by the publication of 
the voting records of members of the legislature, by state- 
ments of their general attitude toward helpful educational 
measures, and by the publication of statements by candi- 
dates for governor. We have also written several letters 
of thanks and appreciation to members of the legislature 
who have been active and helpful in the enactment of good 
school legislation, and in most cases have given these mem- 
bers permission to use such letters as they chose. All this 
was done without regard to the party affiliation of the 
members. 

The I. S. T. A. has been quite active in politics in the 
broader and more original meaning of the word: the par- 
ticipation in public affairs for the advancement of certain 
public purposes for the public welfare, or in “the adminis- 
tration of public affairs in the interest of the peace, pros- 
perity, and safety of the state,” as the Standard Dictionary 
says. 

Our chief difficulty has been that so many eminent edu- 
cators of our state have heretofore considered such par- 
ticipation in politics by organized teachers as unnecessary, 
unprofessional, unethical, undignified, or—well, something 
they could not approve. Possibly they considered a state- 
wide, all-inclusive organization of teachers as consisting 
of a rabble of elementary classroom teachers mixed with 
the hoi polloi of country teachers. We have known a few 
who charged high fees for coming to our meetings to ad- 
vise us, but who neglected to pay their dues, to participate 
in our deliberations as voting members, or to give any 
assistance in our political activities. We have known a 
few others who entered the organization quite enthusiasti- 
cally, but who peevishly withdrew the first time they were 
outvoted, or who ignominiously retreated the first time 
they were faced by powerful interests on the other side 
of a real issue. 

Yes, we must “get into politics” in the highest and best 
sense of the word, and possibly into such practical politics 
as campaigning for principles and platforms and even for 
candidates for office. To make such political action most 
effective, we need all the eminent educators as members 
of our Association, but only on the truly American basis 
of democracy. By this we mean that they must prove their 
democracy by a thorough respect for majority rule, and 
prove their right to leadership by a deep human sympathy, 
progressive ideas, wise counsel, both skill and toleration 
in debate, loyal service, and courageous support of 
adopted principles and platforms in the face of whatever 
powerful opposition may develop. 

Come on in, Mr. Eminent Educator, and be one of us— 
possibly a big, influential, and powerful one, but after all 
only one—and help us in the great American game of 
politics. 





Unethical and Criminal 


@ “WE have been shocked by many notorious examples 
of injuries done our citizens by persons or groups 
who have been living off their neighbors by the use of 
methods either unethical or criminal. 
“In the first category—a field which does not involve 
violations of the letter of the laws—practices have been 
brought to light which have shocked those who believed 
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that we were in the past generation raising the ethical 
standards of business. 

“They call for stringent preventive or regulatory meas- 
ures. 

“I am speaking of those individuals who have evaded 
the spirit and purpose of our tax laws, of those high offi- 
cials of banks or corporations who have grown rich at the 
expense of their stockholders or the public, of those 
reckless speculators with their own or other people’s 
money whose operations have injured the values of the 
farmers’ crops and the savings of the poor. 

“In the other category, crimes of organized banditry, 
cold blooded shooting, lynching and kidnapping have 
threatened our security. 

“These violations of ethics and these violations of law 
call on the strong arm of government for their immediate 
suppression; they call also on the country for an aroused 
public opinion.” 

The above quotations are not from the expressions of 
an enemy of our country. They are from the message 
of the President of the United States delivered to Congress 
on January 4. The author of an address entitled “Apply- 
ing Ethics to Economics” delivered to the N. E. A. meet- 
ing at Chicago last July draws comfort from this fact 
after receiving both commendations and criticism of that 
address. 


A Significant Report 


@ IN the November Ittivois TEACHER we published a 

summary of the tentative report of the N. E. A. Com- 
mittee on Social-Economic Goals of America, and asked 
for criticisms of its recommendations. (See page 91.) 

We received a few letters commending the general 
spirit of the report and two or three suggesting minor 
changes. The most vigorous and helpful criticism came 
from a small group of high-school teachers in Chicago, 
who really made an analysis of the recommendations and 
a study of the import of the language used. At a sub- 
sequent meeting of the committee nearly all the changes 
recommended by this group were made in the report, 
which is now in the final form to be presented to the 
N. E. A. meeting at Washington next summer. 

The committee is now choosing committees of qualified 
people to outline “the materials and methods which the 
schools of the nation should use to attain these goals.” 

The complete report was published in the January 
number of the Journal of the N. E. A., pages 5 to 12 in- 
clusive. We believe it is worth a careful study by all our 
members. 








Speaking of Fads and Frills 
@ IN order to overcome the resistance to their plans to 
force drastic retrenchments in school costs, certain Tax- 
payers’ Leagues, Citizens Committees, and kindred or- 
ganizations have had much to say about the “fads and 
frills” of education. The implication in their profuse 
publicity has been that the schools are doing much work 
that is expensive and unnecessary amid surroundings that 
resemble “country clubs.” Their campaign of propaganda 
and its results are too well known to our readers to re- 
quire further comment here. 

But do we wish to remind our readers that there may be 
fads and frills in other departments of life, even among 
the pet institutions of the critics of school costs, and these 
fads and frills are paid for by the public. For example: 
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The Federal Government is at work on one or more 
great and costly reclamation projects, which it is said 
will open up great areas to settlement and agricultural 
production; and at the same time the same government 
is adopting extreme and costly measures to limit agri- 
cultural production. However, we suspect that certain 
great land-owning interests will profit by the reclamation 
projects. 

The writer can look out of his window and see a large 
gang of men tearing up a fairly good brick pavement and 
relaying the same old brick in about the same way. But 
our men must work while Uncle Sam will help pay them, 
even if the schools do close. 

Mr. A. L. Bowen, who is now Director of the Depart- 
ment of Public Welfare in Illinois, said recently in an edi- 
torial in the Illinois State Journal (Springfield) that the 
Illinois Waterway has cost the taxpayers approximately 
$140,000,000, but that the people will never recover 
enough from it to pay for the pen and ink for recording it. 
He says that Peoria has invested a half-million dollars in a 
waterway station, and has not yet taken in enough money 
to meet even a small portion of the interest on bonds. 
He refers to the waterway plan as “folly and nonsense,” 
which may be even more costly than fads and frills. 

Several years ago many banks added the frill of “in- 
vestment departments,” and started the slogan, “Play 
Safe! Before Investing, Consult Your Banker.” Many 
of us did so—to our sorrow; for now all we have to 
show for the good, hard-earned money we turned over 
to the banking frill for fads, are some almost worthless 
scraps of paper, and we are asked to turn even these over 
to looting receivers or to unknown “bondholders’ commit- 
tees.” The money contributed to “investment bankers” 
for rotten bonds would pay all unpaid teachers up to 
date and there would be enough left to pay for all the 
school fads and frills for years to come. 

Certain modern appurtenances, simple ornaments, and 
sanitary arrangements in school buildings have been des- 
ignated frills by the critics of school costs. But the 
School Crisis of January quotes from the Chicago Tribune 
a description of the costly frills in a new bank at 33 North 
LaSalle Street, as follows: “The walls are covered with 
polished Italian Tavernelle marble, to a height of 
twenty-seven feet, the effect being enhanced by vertical 
fluted pilasters. The floor design is a geometric pattern 
of brown imported marble. The ceiling is decorated in 
soft tones, with blue predominating, and portions of the 
ornamental surface are embellished with gold leaf. From 
the ceiling panels are suspended five massive bronze fix- 
tures of lantern type. The panels are further enriched 
by six life-sized sculptured figures representing industry, 
packing, construction, agriculture, rail transportation, and 
navigation.” 

The next time you hear a critic grumble about school 
fads and frills, tell him about these others and ask him 
who really pays for them. 


Other Editorials 


@ THE report of the secretary of the I. S. T. A. to the 
annual meeting on December 27 is published in this 
magazine. Two parts of it may be considered as editorial 
expressions, namely, “Tactics of Opposing Forces,” and 
“What of the Future?” See pages 170 and 171. 
R. C. MOORE. 
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Proceedings of 80th Annual Meeting I. S. T. A. 


say in the first place that our department 
does not deal with legislative matters merely 
from Tuesday until Friday when the Gen- 
eral Assembly is generally in actual session, 
but that on the other days of the week we 
must read and digest bills, draft bills oc- 
casionally and prepare certain amendments, 
handle voluminous correspondence over legis- 
lative affairs, check legislative journals and 
reports, keep accurate records of bills con- 
cerning schools, and the like. All told, there 
were 214 bills in the regular session to be 
followed by those representing the interests 
of education. 

We were called upon to furnish a consider- 
able amount of information to legislators. 
At the regular session we attended and kept 
records of numerous meetings of committees; 
personally, I attended 63 of such meetings. 
We prepared briefs to be used by some of 
the legislators in behalf of our measures. 
We helped to outline many of the regular 
legislative bulletins sent to L. S. T. A. mem- 
bers; and the assistant in our department 
mimeographed many thousand copies of these 
bulletins to be sent by the legislative com- 
mittee and the secretary of the Association. 

On the whole, the regular legislative ses- 
sion was disappointing in some respects. 
True enough, we were “saved from” several 
things decidedly bad—such as, a restriction 
upon local district levies to 80 per cent of 
the average of the four preceding years; the 
enactment of laws providing easy dissolution 
of high school districts; the limitation of 
all property tax rates (other than for bonds) 
to 1% upon the assessed valuation, without 
first providing adequate new sources of rev- 
enue; diversion of penalties on school taxes 
to the county general fund; and the like. But 
the fact still remains that there was left for 
the future the enactment of our big funda- 
mental objectives—such as school revenues 
from sources other than general property 
taxation; larger school district units; ar- 
rangements that the State meet its financial 
obligations to the schools as promptly as it 
meets the state pay roll of political ap- 
pointees; state aid sufficient to make material 
apportionments to high schools; provision 
that non-high school districts pay the full 
cost of tuition; enactment of a more ade- 
quate pension system; and the like. 

We should like to discuss several legisla- 
tive observations that we have made. The 
limitations of time permit us to mention 
only a few. First: it must be admitted that 
educational legislation is not likely to be en- 
acted when there is strong, clearly expressed, 
popular opposition. This is illustrated by the 
defeat of the plan to limit school levies to 
80 per cent of their average of the last four 
years. Rumors of that plan came to me two 
weeks before the plan appeared in actual 
form on the floor of the House. The plan 
was successfully offered as an amendment 
to a bill at a time when many legislators 
were inattentive—probably because they 
knew they would have another chance to 
look over the amendments before final vot- 
ing anyway. The opposition that rolled in 
from you and your districts when you learned 
of the plans was overwhelming—and another 
political deal between certain selfish interests 
and certain legislative Jeaders to cripple the 


schools was soon crushed. The voice of the 
people can still be heard in legislative halls 
when vigorously expressed. 

Seconp: On the other hand when desires 
of the great masses of our people are not 
clearly expressed, legislation easily becomes 
a matter for the leaders of political machines 
and for active, powerful, financial interests. 
A wise old legislator once said, “You can do 
anything you want to with folks that keep 
still, but you’d better hush up in some way 
the folks who ‘holler’.” Applying these ideas 
to school legislation we conclude that those 
who desire progressive legislation for edu- 
cation are not going to get it—unless their 








Winter Beauty 


Snow lightly decks the walks to-day, 
As soft as thistledown; 

Frost sparkles back resplendently 
Like jewels in a crown. 


Give me a rose-red Winter's morn 
With rime upon the pane; 

An icy magic to adorn 
The lowliest common thing! 


Ah, gift of night—yon glittering stars, 
And ice-bediamonded trees! 
Beware! Warm winds this beauty mars— 
Thrice welcome—winter’s breeze! 
ELEANOR NIGHSWONGER 
Teacher, Adjustment Room for Boys, 
Washington School, Decatur. 





desires are expressed openly and even more 
loudly than the voices of those who call out 
for the passage of about 2,000 other bills 
at every regular session. Moreover, the edu- 
cational interests do not have the funds that 
powerful, financial interests have for entering 
into political campaigns and “handpicking 
leaders” and for maintaining a dynamic, 
luxurious lobby when legislation is in pro- 
cess. The only alternative remaining for 
those who sponsor educational progress is 
this: the people must be brought to realize 
the importance to education of the elections 
for legislators and for state administrative 
officers; they must be brought to realize that 
their legislature will consider seriously only 
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those educational measures for which strong 
desires are openly expressed. 

The general theme of this annual meeting 
has been announced as “Our Educational 
Outlook.” What is ahead of us, anyway? 
Well, if we have courage enough to face 
issues, we see immediately ahead the promise 
of a third special session of the 58th General 
Assembly, in which educational measures 
may or may not be a major issue. Here 
will be real facts to face—and not cloistered 
educational theories. The program outlined 
by our legislative committee is after all mild 
in its demands; it could go much further 
and stay within the bounds of reason. A 
recent survey by national authorities shows 
that city school costs in the United States 
had been reduced during the last three years 
about one-fifth, but that in Illinois such have 
been slashed one-third. A similar survey 
shows that rural school costs have been cut 
in about the same proportion. A large per- 
centage of the unpaid salaries owed to teach- 
ers of the United States is owed right here 
in Illinois. The children suffer when their 
overloaded, underpaid teachers are dis- 
tracted through want for the necessities of 
life. Under present school conditions, how 
can those who represent education in Illinois 
remain in any sense quiescent? The edu- 
cational outlook, therefore, is clear on one 
immediate point: immediately before us lies 
the opportunity to fight in behalf of the 
legislative program that this Assembly 
adopts. That program will be opposed by 
powerful, selfish, political, and financial in- 
terests, who will connive in every way to 
break apart the forces that want reasonable 
school opportunities. If we cannot lay aside 
petty differences and unite in whatever cam- 
paign majority rule decides upon, the theme 
of this convention might as well be changed 
from “Our Educational Outlook” to “Edu- 
cation—Look Out.” 

Among the questions we have been asked 
frequently is whether or not Illinois ought 
to have an exhaustive educational survey. 
There never has been a good, statewide, com- 
prehensive survey made of general education 
in this State. We fully believe that there 
have been educational commissions sponsored 
at least in part with the desire to forestall 
progress through the setting up of a survey 
in order to be able to say, “Wait now with 
the educational bills proposed and see what 
the commission will bring forth.” A com- 
prehensive, honest survey needs to be made 
by representatives of many groups—not 
teachers alone but others also. Then the 
results can be presented to the public as 
something more than a mere teachers’ pro- 
gram and will more likely make progress 
than recommendations made only by teachers. 

It is not likely, however, that a great many 
really new ideas will come from an educa- 
tional survey in this State. The elimination 
of overlapping school units and of hosts of 
petty school officers, more curricular co- 
ordination, and greater administrative effi- 
ciency will come from properly arranged 
larger school units; and any survey should 
mention these. Adequate school revenue 
from sources other than the general property 
tax, and sufficient state aid to guarantee a 
defensible standard of educational opportu- 
nity everywhere throughout the entire school 
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system (including the high school) will be 
other chief recommendations if we may 
judge by surveys made in other states in 
recent years. Also, there likely will be in- 
cluded the recommendation that there be 
state and county boards of education with 
the duty to appoint state and county super- 
intendents. But even if only a few new 
ideas were brought forth, the survey in our 
opinion is badly needed; and we assure you 
that the Research Department will assist 
willingly in any way that it may be called 
upon to serve. In the meantime, let us push 
forward the programs that our committees 
have advocated. Common sense dictates 
that we can do nothing less. 

In conclusion, we wish to state that the 
spirit of cooperation given by you and those 
upon whom we have had to call for help 
during this wearisome year has been more 
loyal than ever before. As we face the tasks 
t’ at lie ahead we trust that this same spirit 

cooperation will continue. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Lester R. Grimm. 


Mr. N. M. Mason moved that the re- 
port of the Director of Research be ac- 
cepted and made a part of the pro- 
ceedings of the meeting. This motion 
was duly seconded and carried by 
unanimous vote. 

The president then called Vice- 
President George O. Smith to the chair. 
After making a few announcements, 
Mr. Smith called upon Mr. Hoff to 
conduct a short period of Association 
singing. At the close of this exercise 
the presiding officer called for the re- 
port of the Committee to Write a Pen- 
sion Bill, whereupon Mr. N. M. Mason, 
chairman of that committee, called 
upon Mr. J. W. Thalman, a member of 
the committee, to make the report 
which is as follows: 


PENSIONS 


@ TWO splendid articles on the pension 

situation for teachers in the state of Illi- 
nois appear in the November and December 
issues of Intino1s TeAcHER. Those inter- 
ested have already read these articles. Your 
Committee on Pensions urge you to read and 
re-read both articles for Mr. Grimm has 
stated there the pension situation as it is 
today, as it will be in the future if nothing 
is done and as it can be in the future if 
something is done. From his article, we can 
learn that the present pension fund has some 
very hard years ahead of it. These follow- 
ing facts have been clearly set forth: 

1, Our pension system is primarily on a 
cash disbursement basis; that is, it plans on 
increasing the income only as really needed 
to meet the immediate demand for current 
expenses. 

2. The mill rate has had to be raised by 
the Legislature three times since the law was 
enacted in 1915. The most recent raise was 
in 1933 when the amount that each teacher 
with less than sixteen years of experience 
had to pay was doubled. 

3. The present system does not procure 
that peace of mind for those already retired 
to which they are entitled but keeps them 
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4 The time may be at hand 
when the making of a great 
life may be recognized as at 
least as important as the 
making of a great fortune.— 
W. B. BIZZELL, President, 
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t¢ University of Oklahoma. ; 








in a constantly nervous strain fearful that 
that source of income may be cut off. Those 
now paying into the present fund can only 
hope that there will be money there when 
they are ready to retire. 

In the December issue, Mr. Grimm sets 
forth some of the fundamental principles 
that should underlie a pension system. Again 
it is the committee’s wish that you study 
this article critically. 

The Committee, through Mr. Grimm, have 
drafted a proposed bill the salient features 
of which are included in the report now in 
your hands, which is as follows: 


Digest of Proposed Bill 

The draft of the bill in the hands of the 
Committee contains approximately 8,100 
words. Only an outline can be given here. 

l. It creates actuarial, reserve pension 
system for public school teachers of Illinois, 
exclusive of Peoria and Chicago. 

2. It merges the present system into the 
new, continuing same annual $400 pension 
for those already retired. 

3. It requires new teachers and members 
of present system to become members, and 
permits teachers who have not elected to 
come into the present system to enter the 
new system if they desire. 

4. Contribution in the new system will be 
4% of annual salary, with $30 as minimum 
and $100 as maximum payments. Upon 
withdrawal from service before being eligible 
for retirement allowance, or in case of death 
before retirement, a member or his estate 
receives payments he has made to his in- 
dividual account with compound interest 
at 4%. 

5. Benefits cover disability retirement 
after ten years of service, and superannua- 
tion retirement becomes optional at age of 
60 and mandatory at the age of 70. All 
retirement allowances are determined ac- 
tuarially and consist of 

(a) annuity determined from age of retir- 
ant and from accumulated contributions paid 
in by the teacher, and 

(b) .an equivalent pension from public 
funds. 

6. Ample provision from public funds is 
made for credit for prior service rendered 
by present teachers. 
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7. Minimum retirement allowances are 
fixed at $250 a year in case of disability and 
$500 a year for superannuation retirement of 
any member aged 60 years and credited with 
30 years of teaching experience; in general 
the allowances will be far more ample than 
such minimums. 


8. Public rates of contributions will be 
sufficient to gradually take up liabilities 
likely to accrue from past service and to 
meet future liabilities as they occur. 


9. Strong safeguards are to be arranged 
for management and protection of funds. 

Mr. Thalman made a motion that 
the report be accepted and that the 
committee be continued to make what- 
ever amendments or changes might be 
further necessary before final adoption 
next year. This motion was seconded. 

Then followed a long discussion in 
regard to certain features of the pro- 
posed new pension law. The main sub- 
ject of discussion was the minimum 
age of retirement . . . that is, whether 
this minimum age should be fifty years 
or sixty years or some other age be- 
tween those two. No definite con- 
clusion was reached, but suggestions 
were made to the committee to give 
careful attention to this point. 

Finally upon vote, the motion made 
by Mr. Thalman and duly seconded 
was carried. The presiding officer next 
called for the report of the Committee 
on Resolutions. Mr. Frank A. Jensen, 
chairman of that committee, read the 
report as it was published in the De- 
cember number of the ILLinots TEAcH- 
ER. This report was considered a para- 
graph at a time and was the subject 
of long discussion and many amend- 
ments and some additional resolutions 
were offered from the floor. 

Those offered from the floor con- 
sisted of one concerning the relation 
of the Illinois teachers to the Civil 
Works Administration, one concerning 
teacher training in organization work, 
one concerning our attitude toward 
saloons, and one pledging the Admin- 
istration our cooperation in obtaining 
good school legislation in the third 
special session of the General. As- 
sembly. 

Before completing the discussion 
and amendment of the resolutions, the 
time for adjournment had arrived, and 
upon motion and vote further consider- 
ation of the resolutions was postponed 
until 1:15 p. m. 

The meeting then adjourned to con- 
vene at the appointed time. 
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Third 


General Session 


@ THE third general session was 

called to order promptly at 1:15 
by the President, Mrs. F. Blanche 
Preble. After a brief period of Asso- 
ciation singing directed by Mr. Hoff, 
the consideration of the resolutions 
was resumed. 


The final form of the resolutions 
adopted by motion duly seconded, and 
carried, is as follows: 


RESOLUTIONS 
Financial Support of Education 


@ ALL our great statesmen have recognized 

the fact that a general diffusion of knowl- 
edge among the people is necessary in a 
democracy, and that it is a proper and neces- 
sary function of the State to provide good 
educational facilities for all its children for 
its own self-preservation and for the general 
public welfare. Therefore, our common 
school system is a very necessary institution 
and must be adequately supported at all 
times. 

The present financial crisis should teach 
school administrators to continue to practice 
all economies that do not lower efficiency. 
The utmost care, however, must be used in 
making retrenchments and curtailments so as 
not to rob any child of his full heritage, a 
good school every year of his school age, 
and so as not to deprive the State of the 
fullness of good citizenship that results from 
proper education. 

We unalterably condemn curtailment of 
education, and the lessening of educational 
opportunities of children through the elim- 
ination of essential activities, the increased 
teacher load, the shortening of the term, the 
dismissal of needed teachers, and the elimina- 
tion of educational supervision. 

We stand for a system of free public edu- 
cation that adequately provides for every 
child according to his needs from the kinder- 
garten through the university. 

We believe in equality of educational op- 
portunity for all children regardless of place 
of residence, capacity, or handicaps, and 
urge that sufficient state aid be granted to 
local districts to equalize educational op- 
portunities up to reasonably high standards. 
To this end we strongly recommend that the 
state common school fund be increased until 
it shall equal at least one-fourth the cost of 
the public schools. As soon as this fund is 
sufficiently increased, it should be used as an 
equalizing factor in secondary as well as 
elementary education. 

Liberal financial support should be given 
by the State to the University of Illinois and 
to the State Teachers’ Colleges, and we urge 
that the latter should be given the same 
administrative freedom as the former. 

We recommend that the law be amended 
so that payment can and must be made in 
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Discussion of Resolutions and Address 


full for the cost of tuition of pupils attend- 
ing high school from non-high school dis- 
tricts. 


Teacher Organizations 


In this time of economic stress and strain 
and unsettled condition of school finances, a 
strong, unified, and harmonious organization 
of teachers is needed as never before. It is 
dificult to make progress even with such 
organization; but without it much ground 
that has been gained would be lost. It is 
dificult also to hold our full membership in 
such times; but all teachers must be brought 
to realize that the time and money devoted 
to the organization is a really necessary 
expenditure. Therefore, we urge all our 
members to keep up their enrollment in 
local, state, and national organizations and 
to recommend such enrollment to non-mem- 
bers. 


National Policies 


We heartily commend our President and 
federal officials for their energetic and tire- 
less efforts to bring about economic recovery 
and to establish a sane economic order. 
We pledge the loyal support of our profes- 
sion to the N. R. A. movement and any prac- 
tical plans that will tend to establish eco- 
nomic stability and social happiness; and we 
believe that the benefits and endeavors of the 
N. R. A. movement should be extended to 
the teaching profession. 


Defense of Laws for the Benefit of 
Pupils and Teachers 
The present teachers’ pension and retire- 
ment fund law and all other laws that have 
been enacted for the benefit of pupils and 
teachers must be defended and preserved. 


Professional Growth and Standards 


The ultimate success of the school depends 
upon the preparation, character, and methods 
of the teacher. Since there is now a sur- 
plus of legally certificated teachers while many 
highly qualified teachers cannot obtain posi- 
tions, and since the efficiency of the schools 
and the educational welfare of the children 
would be enhanced by having the best quali- 
fied teachers employed, we recommend that 
the minimum training requirements for cer- 


tification be increased. 


Teacher Training in 
Organization Work 

Resolved, That the Illinois State Teachers 
Association urges that teacher training in- 
stitutions introduce into their curriculum, 
courses which will make clear to students 
the character, organization, and function of 
the teachers’ organizations in the social and 
political life of the State. The problems of 
the organized profession both from the point 
of view of its internal structure and from 
the point of view of its relation to all the 
significant agencies, institutions, situations, 


by Dr. 


Broad Educational Program 


Paul H. Douglas Envisage a 


and organizations which have a bearing 
upon the status of education and teachers 
should be systematically brought under re- 
view if teachers are to champion intelligently 
their own interests and the larger interests 
of education. It especially urges that such 
courses be taught only by instructors who 
have had a broad training in the social 
sciences and who have had considerable prac- 
tical experience in teacher organization work. 


A Problem of Education 


We believe that many of our present prob- 
lems, such as the increase in crime, unem- 
ployment, and extreme poverty among large 
numbers of people, are caused by the viola- 
tion of certain natural social laws and ethical 
principles. We believe, therefore, that the 
time has come when education must give 
more and more attention and effort to social 
science, moral training, and character devel- 
opment. 


Larger Administrative Units and Dis- 

trict Boundaries 

We believe that larger territorial units for 
school taxation and administration should 
be established; that the equalization of 
educational opportunity by larger school 
units should be promoted by a reasonable 
grant of state aid for helping to meet trans- 
portation costs and a part of the loss oc- 
casioned through abandoning school build- 
ings. 


Radio for Education 


We are opposed to the monopoly of the 
use of radio by commercial, advertising, and 
entertainment interests; therefore, we recom- 
mend that Federal legislation be enacted 
that will assign to educational institutions 
and to government educational agencies a 
liberal share of all radio broadcasting chan- 
nels which are or may become available to 
the United States. 


Relation of Teachers to 
Civil Works Administration 


l. The Illinois State Teachers Association 
protests against the employment of teachers 
anywhere in Illinois by the Civil Works 
Education Service at salaries lower than 
those of skilled labor in the same community. 


2. The Illinois State Teachers Association 
demands that the Civil Works Education 
Service employ none but teachers legally 
certificated by the community in which they 
are to be employed at the prevailing rate for 
teachers in the locality of employment, but 
in no case at a rate lower than the minimum 
rate for skilled labor in that community. 

3. We direct the Executive Board of the 
Illinois State Teachers Association to appoint 
at once a committee of seven which shall 
immediately lay this protest and demand 
before State Superintendent of Public In- 
struction Francis G. Blair, Wilfred S. Rey- 
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nolds, Director of the Illinois Emergency 
Relief Commission and of the Civil Works 
Administration in Illinois, Harold L. Ickes, 
Secretary of the Interior, and any other 
authorities involved. 

4. We urgently request the Secretary of 
the National Education Association to use all 
the force and facilities of the National Edu- 
cation Association toward the attainment of 
the demands set forth in the second section 
of this resolution, copies of which our Execu- 
tive Secretary is hereby directed to transmit 
to him. 


Opposed to the Return 
of the Saloons 


This organization is definitely opposed to 
the return of the saloon under any guise, 
even that of tavern, and the secretary is 
directed to notify the Governor of the 
adoption of this resolution. 


Pledge to the Administration 


We receive with much gratification the 
report from Mr. Biester, Chairman of the 
Committee on Legislation, that the Governor 
assured him that the schools will be in- 
cluded in the call for a third special session 
of the 58th General Assembly, and that the 
call will be broad enough to include both 
emergency aid and permanent aid for schools 
and possibly reorganization of the school 
system; and we pledge to the Administration 
the most cordial cooperation of our officers 
and organization. 


Statewide Educational Survey 

The primary necessity for anything like an 
adequate, permanent solution of the problem 
of the continuous carrying on of public 
education is a systematic non-partisan study 
of the whole problem with a view of re- 
defining the field of public education, the 
type of district in which it is to be admin- 
istered and the method by which it is to be 
financed. All other legislation simply looks 
to temporary relief and does not solve the 
problem. 

This association, therefore, desires to go 
on record as favoring an immediate provision 
by which a committee, consisting of persons 
actively engaged in public education in IIli- 
nois and other citizens of the state, shall be 
set up and financed to make a complete 
study, and submit a proposed plan by which 
the above ends may be realized. We also 
direct the Executive Committee of the I. S. 
T. A. to take this project up with the State 
Department of Education and the Educa- 
tional Committees of the General Assembly 
for the purpose of securing their cooperation 
for immediate action. 


Know the State Teachers Association 

Be it resolved that the State Teachers As- 
sociation is rendering a splendid service to 
the teaching profession in Illinois by provid- 
ing the following services: 

I. The Ixurwors TeacHER, a magazine 
which would probably cost the whole 
amount of the membership fee if furnished 
by a commercial publisher. 

II. Several committees working in the 
interests of the schools and the teachers. 

III. A legislative representative, work- 
ing under the direction of the legislative 
committee, to look after the vitally impor- 
tant matter of school legislation. 
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IV. A research department making 
numerous studies, issuing pamphlets and 
furnishing information. 

V. A headquarters building with of- 
fices and equipment for the four employees 
and containing the files of records, pro- 
ceedings and information. 

VI. An annual meeting of delegates 
representing teachers in all parts of the 
state to attend to the business of the asso- 
ciation and adopt programs of educational 
progress and plans for advancing the wel- 
fare of the teachers. 

VII. The perfecting and maintaining 
an organization of such prestige that it 
commands the respect of citizens in all 
walks of life. 

We believe that the teachers throughout 
the state should have an intelligent and ef- 
fective interest in the work of the Illinois 
State Teachers Association, and to that end 
we recommend that our secretary work with 
the executive committees of the divisions of 
the State Association and with the county 
superintendents of the state to make a plan 
by which speakers may appear on the pro- 
grams of the division meetings and county 
institutes for the purpose of informing 
teachers concerning the State Association, its 
problems and achievements. 

Official Representative 

We commend the practice of the Commit- 
tee on Legislation in making the secretary 
of the State Teachers Association its official 
representative to support and defend good 
educational measures and to oppose undesir- 
able measures at the sessions of the General 
Assembly. We urge our entire membership 
to give our present efficient secretary, R. C. 
Moore, their support and cooperation. 


Public Ownership 

The officers of the Illinois State Teachers 
Association are requested to provide, through 
the Inuinois TEacHER and otherwise, re- 
liable, authentic information for the use 
of its members concerning publicly owned, 
publicly controlled, and publicly operated 


4 Can there be any final ¥ 
reason why the profession, in 
groups either large or small, 
should not bring its organ- 
ized weight to bear on 
crucial issues in modern so- 
; cial, economic, and political 
; life? Perhaps things may not 
then be so quiet or run so 
smoothly as now, but it is 
possible that things will in ; 
that day be constructively 
alive. The great deterrent is 
lack of vision. Nothing can 
long stop a group of wise 
people with an uplifting and 
impelling vision.—R. B. 


RAUP, The Educational g 
Frontier. The Century Com- 
; = pany, 1933. y 
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gas, eleciric light, and power plants, espe- 
cially as to the following items: 

(1) Name of municipality or other local 
government; 

(2) Population; 

(3) Rates of service; 

(4) Net earnings to the municipality or 
other local government; 

(5) Use made of net earnings; 

(6) A similar showing concerning com- 
parable privately owned and privately op- 
erated utility companies ; 

(7) The amount of taxes paid by pri- 
vately owned utilities to the municipalities or 
other local governments before adoption of 
public ownership and in comparable muni- 
cipalities or other local governments by 
privately owned utilities. 


Change of Name 

Wuereas, The present name, “Illinois 
State Teachers Association,” does not, in the 
popular mind, convey the idea of membership 
including County Superintendents, City 
Superintendents, Principals, and other edu- 
cational workers than Classroom Teachers, 
and 

Whereas, The scope of the organiza- 
tion’s activities includes the entire educa- 
tional welfare of Illinois citizens and not just 
the professional welfare of the teaching 
body, and 

WHereEAs, our national organization is 
known as “National Education Association,” 
be it 

Resolved, That the next delegate assembly 
of our State Association consider the ad- 
visability of changing the name from “Illi- 
nois State Teachers Association” to “Illinois 
Education Association”; and that, upon 
adoption of such name, the Executive Com- 
mittee shall sponsor a program to con- 
solidate the efforts of the several professional 
groups in accomplishing those purposes 
which will best serve the educational needs 
of all Mlinois. 


Thanks for Good Service 


We express our gratitude to the executive 
committee and other officers of the Associa- 
tion for the program provided for this annual 
meeting, to all those who appeared on the 
program, and to the Hon. Edward J. Hughes, 
Secretary of State, for his permission and 
arrangements for our use of the Centennial 
Building. 

After the adoption of the resolutions, 
the president introduced Paul H. 
Douglas, who delivered an address 
upon the subject “The President’s Re- 
covery Program and the Educational 
Outlook.” This address gave in clear 
and definite language Dr. Douglas’ 
concept of the causes of the depression, 
its cure by the application of plans 
and methods being used by the fed- 
eral government, and the part that the 
schools might play in preparing for 
the new social order. 

At the close of this address the presi- 
dent announced that the evening meet- 
ing would be held at the high school 
auditorium and then announced that 
the business meeting stood adjourned 
until 8:15 the next forenoon. 
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Fourth and Fifth 


General Sessions 


@ THE fourth general session of the 

eightieth annual meeting of the I. S. 
T. A. was held in the Springfield High 
School Auditorium on the evening of 
December 27. 

No business was transacted at this 
meeting and the program consisted of 
a musical recital by The Chicago 
Singers and a very interesting and in- 
structive address entitled “The Re- 
newal of America” by Dr. Glenn 
Frank, President of the University of 
Wisconsin. 


® THE fifth general session was called 

to order at 8:15 a. m. on Thursday, 
December 28. After a brief period of 
singing directed by Mr. Hoff, the presi- 
dent called upon Mr. Keenan of Chi- 
cago for a brief discussion of the reso- 
lution that Mr. Keenan wished to pre- 
sent in regard to the relation of IIli- 
nois Teachers to the Civil Works Ad- 
ministration. 

After considerable discussion the 
resolution was adopted and inserted in 
the list of resolutions already reported 
as adopted. 

Miss Winifred Mathews of Chicago 
then offered the resolution in regard 
to teacher training in organization 
work, which was also discussed, 
adopted, and ordered inserted as a part 
of the report of the resolutions com- 
mittee. 


The president next called for the re- 
port of the Committee on Nominations 
and Mr. Jensen, chairman of that com- 
mittee, read the following: 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON 
NOMINATIONS 


The Committee on Nominations met in 
the Centennial Auditorium at 10 o'clock 
P. M. on Tuesday, December 26, and made 
the following nominations fer the several 
offices to be filled by elections at this annual 
meeting: 

For President, Noah M. Mason, Oglesby; 
for First Vice-President, C. E. Vance, Dan- 
ville; for Second Vice-President, L. W. 
Brown, Anna; for Third Vice-President, 
William J. Page, Chicago; for Member of 
Executive Committee, Fred L. Biester, Glen 
Ellyn; for Treasurer, Charles McIntosh, 
Monticello. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Frank A. Jensen, Chairman. 
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Mr. Jensen moved that the report be 
adopted and that the nominees be de- 
clared elected. This motion was sec- 
onded by Mrs. Armbruster of Chicago 
and carried by unanimous vote of the 
Representative Assembly. 


COMMITTEE ON LEGISLATION 


The president then called for the re- 
port of the Committee on Legislation; 
whereupon Mr. N. M. Mason, chair- 
man of the committee, read the report 
as agreed upon by the legislative com- 
mittee. 

After Mr. Mason finished reading 
his report two additional subjects of 
legislative action were introduced from 
the floor, one in regard to amending 
the revenue article of the state consti- 
tution and the other in regard to an 
appropriation of $35,000,000 annually 
to the state school fund. Both these 
were inserted in the report which in 
its final form is as follows: 


Save the Schools Committee and 
Campaign 

We make the following recommendations: 

1. That the Save the Schools Campaign 
Committee be continued, enlarged, and 
strengthened so that it may push the cam- 
paign to save the schools more strenuously 
and effectively during the trying days ahead; 

2. That the 45,000 teachers of the state, 
the 45,000 school board members, the thou- 
sands of members of Parent-Teacher Asso- 
ciations, be mobilized into an effective mili- 
tant army in our fight to save the schools, 
and that this task of mobilization be de- 
finitely attempted by the Save the Schools 
Committee with the cooperation of the offi- 
cers and other committees. 

3. That the officers of each Division, the 
County Superintendents of Schools, and 
every City Superintendent be urged to pre- 
pare for Division meetings, county teachers’ 
institutes, commencements, and all other 
educational meetings programs that will 


emphasize the educational crisis and the 
needs of the schools. 


The Present Crisis 


@ EDUCATION is facing a crisis in Illinois. 
In the name of economy our public schools 
are being curtailed so drastically that free 
education is in dire peril. Essential school 
activities have been eliminated, efficient school 
systems have been greatly weakened and 
educational standards that it has taken years 
to establish have been lowered or discarded 
over night. This condition has been brought 





Dr. Frank Discusses the New Deal— 
Numerous Committee Reports Are 
Presented at Final Session 


about largely because our schools have been 
made the scapegoat for political extrava- 
gance, waste, and graft—a condition alto- 
gether too prevalent. 

This situation must be met and overcome 
by the organized teachers, school officials, 
and other friends of education led by officers 
that have vision, courage, faith, persever- 
ance, and enthusiasm. The present crisis in 
educational affairs demands that such leaders 
be drafted if we are to stem the tide of 
reaction. 


Two Causes of the Present Crisis 


Two of the causes of our present educa- 
tional crisis are: 1. The evermounting load 
of taxation has finally become unbearable 
because of inequalities and omissions in as- 
sessments and greatly reduced incomes. Our 
schools, as innocent bystanders, have received 
the full force of blows aimed at extravagance, 
waste and graft in public office by the justly 
enraged taxpayers. 

2. Our tax system in Illinois is antiquated 
and inefficient. Forty billions of taxable 
property in the state and only eight billions 
upon the tax books of the state. We must 
modernize our oxcart system of taxation so 
that we can spread the load more equitably. 
This can be done by finding new sources of 
taxation, and then by making these new 
sources bear their fair share of the load. 
This is our only hope for securing the neces- 
sary funds to properly finance an adequate 
school program. In this task of securing 
new sources of revenue the teachers have a 
vital interest, and must take an important if 
not a leading part. 


LEGISLATIVE PROGRAM 


To this end we submit for your considera- 
tion the following legislative program and 
recommend its approval as a basis for school 
legislation to be enacted by the Fifty-eighth 
General Assembly: 


First: New Sources of Revenue 


We share the conviction that the tax bur- 
den now borne by real estate is both inequi- 
table and unfair. We are further convinced 
that unless this burden is reduced consider- 
ably there can be no permanent relief from 
present tax problems. We therefore favor 
the enactment of such other taxes as will 
provide certain and immediate relief from 
the problems produced by the present tax 
system. Specially we recommend the fol- 
lowing: 

(a) The enactment of an Income Tax 
which will place a flat two per cent tax on 
all incomes (except corporations) from 
whatever source, the revenue to be- derived 
therefrom to be equitably distributed to all 
public schools. 

(b) The enactment of a Corporation In- 
come Tax of three per cent on net incomes 
of all corporations doing business in the 
state, the revenue derived therefrom to be 

equitably distributed to all public schools. 
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(c) The enactment of a Grain Future 
Tax of %c per bushel on all sales and pur- 
chases of grain futures, the revenue de- 
rived therefrom to be equitably distributed 
to all public schools. 


Second: Emergency Relief for Schools 
The deplorable financial difficulties of 
many urban and rural schools brought about 
by the continued depression, the falling off 
of assessed valuations, and the failure of the 
State to distribute the State Distributive 
Funds in full, coupled with the low per- 
centage of tax collections, demands the pro- 
vision for immediate emergency relief. 

a. The State shall pay immediately the 
sums owed school districts according to 
the State Distributive fund account; the 
State shall be empowered to secure such 
funds by borrowing from available funds 
in other accounts or by issuing bonds or 
from any other source whatever. 


b. The State Treasurer shall advance 
sums equivalent to 80% of the uncollected 
taxes in any district, taking as collateral 
assignments of uncollected district taxes; 
such taxes when collected shall go to the 
State Treasurer to retire the assignments. 
The State shall be authorized to secure 
such funds by issuing bonds for this pur- 
pose, to use general revenue, or to borrow 
from available other accounts. 

c. In districts of less than 500,000 
population school boards shall be em- 
powered to issue educational bonds to se- 
cure funds with which to retire teachers’ 





N. E. A. Convention 
Cleveland, 
February, 1934 


@ AS a matter of information to our 

readers, the Nickel Plate Road will 
operate a specially equipped train to 
Cleveland, leaving Chicago from the 
LaSalle Street Station, which is cen- 
trally located, at 9:45 a. m., Saturday, 
February 24, arriving Cleveland 5:55 
P. M., same date. 

This train will be equipped with all- 
steel chair cars, modern Pullman cars, 
and Lounge-Observation cars, with spe- 
cial menus in dining cars. 

The Nickel Plate Road is the official 
route of the Iowa delegation, and, as 
in former years, they will handle a 
large portion of the Wisconsin dele- 
gation and also the Texas and Missouri 
delegations will join up on this spe- 
cial. 

Fares via the Nickel Plate Road are 
lower than via any other line between 
Chicago and Cleveland, the round trip 
fare being $15.02. 

Meet your friends from other states 
on the special. 

For information and reservations, 
phone or write the Advertising depart- 
ment, Illinois State Teachers Assn., 
189 W. Madison Street, Chicago. An- 
dover 1057.—Aav. 
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orders and other forms of current indebted- 
ness to the extent to which such indebted- 
ness is within the amount represented by 
uncollected taxes for the fiscal school tax 
year, subject only to the constitutional 
limitation of 5%. 


Third: The State School Fund 


(a) That the State School Fund be in- 
creased from new sources of revenue until 
it shall equal at least one-fourth of the total 
expenditures of our public school system, 
in order to provide a fund ample for equal- 
ization purposes. 

(b) That claims upon the Common 
School Fund other than general pupil at- 
tendance apportionments be taken from the 
total fund rather than the separate county 
allotments; provided that pension allotments 
apply only to such territory as benefits there- 
from. 

(c) Since a high school course today is 
recognized by all as part of a good common 
school education, we believe that our high 
schools should be included in State Support, 
as well as our elementary schools, and we 
urge that, as soon as the funds available to 
the state are adequate for that purpose, the 
high schools be so included. 

We urge the legislature to make an ap- 
propriation to the common school fund (state 
distributive fund) of at least $35,000,000 
annually, and we recommend that this sum 
be secured from any or all of the following 
sources, other than the general property tax: 
gasoline tax, sales tax, beverage tax, income 
tax, and other modern sources. 


Fourth: Better Support for Our State 
Teachers Colleges 


We urge that legislation be enacted to 
give the same administrative freedom to the 
state teachers colleges as is at present en- 
joyed by the University of Illinois and also 
that the financial support of the state teach- 
ers colleges shall be on a par with the finan- 
cial support given to the preparation of 
teachers in the University of Illinois. 


Fifth: Establishment of Larger Terri- 
torial Units for School Support 


That larger territorial units for school 
taxation and administration be established; 
that the equalization of educational oppor- 
tunity by larger school district units be 
promoted hy a reasonable grant of state aid 
for helping to meet transportation costs and 
part of the loss occasioned by abandoning 
school buildings; and that provision be made 
for changing abnormal high school district 
boundaries, retaining proper safeguards to 
prevent the efficiency of present high school 
districts from being impaired. 


Sixth: Tuition for Non-High School 

Pupils 

Since it is manifestly unfair that our or- 
ganized high school districts should not re- 
ceive from the non-high school territory full 
payment of the per capita cost of educating 
the young people who reside in the non- 
high school territory, we believe the present 
law should be amended in such a way as to 
guarantee the levy of a sufficient tax in the 
non-high school territory so that it will meet 
the full cost of educating the young people 
who become tuition pupils from the non- 
high school territory. 
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Seventh: Special for Chicago Teachers 

That we support whatever legislation for 
Chicago teachers that is recommended by the 
Chicago Division, and approved by this 
Committee. 


Eighth: Allocation of Collections 


We recommend legislation to compel al- 
location of delinquent taxes, when collected, 
to the uses for which they were levied. 


Ninth: 

We recommend that the necessary action 
be taken by the General Assembly to submit 
to the voters of this state at the general 
election to be held next fall an amendment 
to the revenue article of our state constitu- 
tion that will remove entirely the present 
hampering restrictions and give broad powers 
of taxation to the General Assembly. 


Official Representative 

To help carry out this legislative program, 
we hereby designate our secretary, Mr. 
Robert C. Moore, our official representative, 
and authorize him to represent us in all mat- 
ters of legislation, but working of course 
under the general direction of this committee 
or its executive committee of three; and we 
instruct him not only to prepare the neces- 
sary bills to cover this program of legislation 
but, after their introduction, to support and 
defend them in every way possible. We also 
urge the entire State Teachers Association 
and all its individual members to give him 
and this committee their full and active sup- 
port in our efforts to translate this program 
into law. 


Mr. Mason then moved that this re- 
port be received, approved, and 
adopted. This motion was duly sec- 
onded and carried by vote of the Rep- 
resentative Assembly. 

The president then called for the 
report of the Committee on Cooper- 
ation with the Illinois Congress of 
Parents and Teachers; whereupon Mr. 
Floyd T. Goodier, chairman of the 
committee, read the report as follows: 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON CO- 
OPERATION WITH ILLINOIS 
CONGRESS OF PARENTS 

AND TEACHERS 


@ IT is a great pleasure to make the first 

report of the joint committee of the I. S. 
T. A. and the Illinois Congress of Parents 
and Teachers. 

The two organizations have much in com- 
mon. Indirectly both are interested pri- 
marily in the educational needs of the boys 
and girls of Illinois. The program of the 
Illinois Congress seeks closer relationships 
between the home and the school in order 
that schools may function more efficiently. 
While prevented by its constitution and by- 
laws from engaging in school politics or 
interfering with those who are legally re- 
sponsible for the conduct of the schools, the 
Congress does attempt to support legislation 
favorable to the schools and to support for- 
ward-looking school policies both in the state 
as a whole and in the local communities of 
the state. As a non-commercial, non-sec- 

(Continued on page 184) 
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Mentor Graham 


By D. F. NICKOLS 


Lincoln 


@ WHEN Abraham Lincoln first entered 

New Salem in the spring of 1831 he was a 
hired man on a flatboat. When he left the 
village in 1837 to reside in Springfield he was 
an attorney and a member of the State Leg- 
islature. According to his own statement he 
had not had more than one year in the pub- 
lic schools in his early life. Therefore his 
achievement during the six years spent in 
New Salem corresponds to the training now 
obtained in the high school, college and uni- 
versity. New Salem was Lincoln’s alma ma- 
ter. 


It is interesting to turn the searchlight on 
this particular period of Lincoln’s life. We 
find that Mentor Graham, the village school- 
master, played an important role in this un- 
usual drama. It was he who gave Lincoln a 
chance to serve as election clerk when the 
regular clerk, John McNamara, failed to ar- 
rive, and while in the performance of this 
duty the discerning mind of Graham dis- 
covered that the young backwoodsman pos- 
sessed mental powers exceptionally keen and 
strong. What followed rivals, if not excels, 
the historic story of “Mark Hopkins on one 
end of a log and James Garfield on the other.” 
In my judgment the human appeal is greater 
when we visualize the log cabin scene with 
Mentor Graham on one side of a crude table 
and Abraham Lincoln on the other side, por- 
ing over principles of grammar or problems 
in surveying well beyond the midnight hour. 
Therefore, to Mentor Graham belongs the 
credit of being the tutor, counsellor and in- 
spirer of Lincoln when he was at the cross- 














Mentor Graham 


Abraham Lincoln's 


Tutor at New Salem 


roads of that long, fateful journey from the 
lowly cabin to the White House. It was he 
who advised Lincoln “to brush up in his 
grammar” upon learning his ambition to en- 
ter political life; that a thorough knowledge 
of grammar was necessary if he wished “to 
advance politically or appear well in socie- 
ty.” Upon being asked where such a treasure 
could be found, the school teacher, according 
to Beveridge’s Lincoln, told him that a 
farmer by the name of John Vance who lived 
six miles distant, owned a copy of Kirkham’s 
Grammar. Thereupon, Lincoln, who was then 
boarding with Graham, rose from the break- 
fast table, walked to Vance’s cabin, and re- 
turned with the book. 


Foundation Stones of 
Lincoln's Immortal Style 

Under Graham’s guidance he studied so 
hard and well that in an incredibly short 
time he knew Kirkham’s rules by heart and 
observed them. Three decades afterward Gra- 
ham declared that, having then taught for 
forty-five years, he had never seen anyone 
“so apt and quick in learning grammar as 
Lincoln was.” 

A few years ago Dr. O. T. Corson, former 
State Superintendent of Public Instruction of 
Ohio and President of the National Educa- 
tion Association, came to our city to give the 
commencement address for the Lincoln Com- 
munity High School. While he was there I 
took him out to see the old Postville Court- 
house in which Abraham Lincoln practiced 
law from 1840 to 1846. Dr. Corson had writ- 
ten a splendid life of Lincoln in which his 
traits of character were skillfully analyzed 
and as a consequence he revered the historic 
place more than most visitors. While we 
were in the old court room, Dr. Corson told 
me of an interesting incident that occurred 
when he was in England. It happened while 
he was visiting at Oxford with the Chancel- 
lor of that historic old university. Upon be- 
ing asked what the English people regarded 
as the best short selection of literature, Dr. 
Corson was conducted to the end of the cor- 
ridor, quite naturally expecting to see some- 
thing written by Shakespeare, Dickens, 
Thackeray or some other distinguished Eng- 
lish writer, but to his very great surprise he 
found hanging upon the wall a framed copy 
of Abraham Lincoln’s letter to Mrs. Bixby. 
This letter, as you well know, was the out- 
pouring of one broken heart to another, and 
in penning it Lincoln reached the heights of 
the literary world; and we must not forget 
his famous Gettysburg speech which is rated 


as one of the greatest orations, and the first | 


and second inaugural addresses which are 
studied as classics in high school and college. 

It is a far cry from that day back in New 
Salem when Mentor Graham asked Lincoln 
if he could write and Lincoln replied, “I can 
make a few chicken tracks, I reckon,” and 
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from the day when he was advised to “brush 
up in his grammar,” to that time when he 
was proclaimed author of the finest and 
purest short sketch ever written in the Eng- 
lish language. 

And in the light of all that transpired, we 
must not lose sight of the great teacher, 
Mentor Graham, whose guidance and instruc- 
tion so materially aided Lincoln in laying the 
foundations on which he builded eternal 
fame. 

Senator Beveridge tersely summarizes it all 
by quoting R. B. Rutledge: “I know of my 
own knowledge that Graham did more than 
all others to educate Lincoln.” 


Nore: Remarks at the Farmers’ Point Cemetery near 
New Salem when the remains of Mentor Graham were 
reburied on Sunday afternoon, July 23, 1933. 
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“The most worth- 
while map project 
I’ve ever used”’ 


say teachers 











For Geography and 
Social Science Classes in 
5th, 6th and 7th grades 
only $.15 


OUR classes will enjoy Uncle 

Sam's Farm. It’s a classroom 
project and includes an outline 
map of the United States on heavy 
buff paper, beautifully colored pic- 
tures of farm products which are 
to be cut out and pasted on the map 
and a teacher's instruction book for 
correlating the project with geog- 
raphy, health and social science 
classes. Fill out and mail the cou- 
pon below. 


SCHOOL HEALTH SERVICE 
The Quaker Oats Company 


| 

: 141 West Jackson Blvd. IT-2 : 
Chicago, Illinois 

| Please send the following: ........ copies | 

| of Uncle Sam’s Farm. 15c each. | 

| I am enclosing........(money) (stamps) | 
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Wherever a process of life 
communicates an eagerness 
¢ to him who lives it, there the 
life becomes genuinely sig- 
nificant. Sometimes the 
eagerness is more knit up 
with the motor activities, 
sometimes with the percep- 
tions, sometimes with the im- 
$ — agination, sometimes with 
reflective thought. But, ¥ 
wherever it is found, there is 
the zest, the tingle, the ex- 
citement of reality; and ¥ 
there is “importance” in the 
only real and positive sense 
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in which importance ever 
¥ anywhere can be—WIlL- ¥ 
% LIAM JAMES. y 


Proceedings of 80th 
Annual Meeting 


(Continued from page 182) 


tarian and non-partisan organization of 
83,000 members its influence in the field of 
public school education is steadily increas- 
ing. 

Throughout the year just coming to an 
end, the state and local officers have been 
active in the efforts of various communities 
to maintain educational standards in the face 
of steadily decreasing revenues. The Presi- 
dent, Mrs. Holland Flagler, of Chicago, has 
spoken at 23 district conferences throughout 
the state, as well as at many local meetings, 
and has been an untiring worker on the 
“Save the Schools” committee of Chicago. 
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Other state officers have done their part in 
promoting a campaign for genuine educa- 
tional progress. These officers, through this 
committee and through the publications of 
the two organizations, have kept in close 
touch with the officers of the I. S. T. A. 
seeking at all times to guide their activities 
so that there will be no lack of harmony 
between the two organizations. 

At the present time the Illinois Congress 
is in hearty accord with ‘the report of the 
Legislative Committee of the I. S. T. A. as 
given a few minutes ago by Mr. Mason. The 
Congress is especially interested in a new tax 
system for Illinois, a larger state school 
fund, and the establishment of larger ter- 
ritorial units for administration and super- 
vision. 

The Congress has gone on record as ap- 
proving the following six measures for the 
maintenance of schools in the immediate 
future. Later it hopes that a new constitu- 
tion will provide the machinery necessary 
for adequate financial support for the 
schools. 

1. An income tax of two per cent on all 
incomes except from corporations. 

2. A corporation income tax of three 
per cent upon the net incomes of corpora- 
tions doing business within the state. 

3. A grain-future tax of one-fourth cent 
per bushel on all sales and purchases of 
grain futures. 

4. The state to pay all school districts at 
once the money due the districts from the 
distributive fund account. 

5. The state to advance to the several 
school districts at least fifty per cent of all 
delinquent taxes due the districts. 

6. The legislature to give boards of Edu- 
cation the power to issue educational bonds, 
not exceeding the five per cent constitutional 
limitation, to retire outstanding current in- 
debtedness. 

Not only has the Congress approved the 
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proposals just read, but it has instructed its 
legislative committee, under the leadership 
of its chairman, Mrs. Paul Madden of 
Urbana, vigorously to support the program 
and has voted the committee a special ap- 
propriation for carrying on the work. 

The members of this committee feel that 
this first report is in reality one of progress. 
Through personal contact between the I. S. 
T. A. and the Illinois Congress, the work of 
the officers of the two associations, the ILu- 
nors TEACHER and the Concress BULLETIN, 
and the activities of this Committee, the two 
organizations will, we believe, develop closer 
cooperation always to the promotion of pub- 
lic school education in Illinois. 

Respectfully submitted, 
FLoyp T. Gooprer, Chairman. 


Mr. Goodier moved the adoption of 
the report and a continuation of the 
committee. 

This motion was duly seconded and 
carried by unanimous vote of the Rep- 
resentative Assembly. 

The president then called for the re- 
port of the treasurer. Mr. McIntosh 
announced that the printed report had 
been distributed to all delegates and 
that unless required to do so he would 
not read it. However he announced 
that the report shows that during the 
past year the Association lived within 
its income, added to its reserve, and 
had the greatest total resources in its 
history. He then moved that the report 
as printed be adopted. This motion 
was seconded and carried by unani- 
mous vote. The entire printed report 
is a part of the files in the office of the 
I.S.T. A. Its essential parts follows: 


TREASURER'S REPORT FOR THE YEAR 1933 


RECEIPTS Nov. 21 Western Division ................ 1,626.00 

1932 Fred F. Robertson, Galesburg’ 
Dec. 15 Balance cash on hand.......................... $13,285.72 Nov. 30 meg Valley Division...... 647.00 
Dec. 29 Dues of 29 persons—Annual Meeting 58.00 Myrtle Wheelhouse, Hinsdale 
1933 Received from Divisions a i 
Feb. 15 Chicago Division .................. $9,008.00 Total from Divisions mannan 

Susan Scully, Chicago DONATIONS TO S. O. S. FUND 
May 3 Southwestern Division .........3,140.00 Jan. 3 Women delegates, I. S. T. A...$ 50.00 

C. J. Pearce, East St. Louis Mary Margaret Roach, Decatur 
May 6 Peoria Division -.................. 1,411.00 Jan. 21 Southern Division ............... 500.00 

Sanford Murphy, Peoria George McDerman, Metropolis 
May 20 Central Division -................ 300.00 Feb. 15 South Central Division........ 250.00 

P. C. Kurtz, Bloomington Bruce Wheeler, Springfield 
June 20 Lake Shore Division............ 684.30 Feb. 15 Bond County ..........00......... 20.00 

Orville T. Bright, Jr., Dolton Feb. 18 Eastern Division ~................. 490.00 
June 30 South Central Division........ 2,546.00 John R. Moss, Paris 

Bruce E. Wheeler, Springfield Feb. 27 DuPage Valley -Division.. 125.00 
July 10 Southern Division -............. 2,412.00 Myrtle Wheelhouse, Hinsdale 

George McDerman, Metropolis Mar. 4 Lake Shore Division............ 750.00 
Oct. 18 Southeastern Division .......... ,005.00 Orville T. Bright, Jr., Dolton 

Annie Foster, Olney Mar. 22 Peoria Division .................... 200.00 
Oct. 24 East Central Division.......... 2,215.00 Sanford Murphy, Peoria 

George H. Wright, Urbana Mar. 24 Blackhawk Division _.......... 350.00 
Oct. 26 Northwestern Division ........ 1,530.00 Owen B. Wright, Rock Island 

P. S. Conklin, Rockford Mar. 27 Rock River Division............ 320.00 
Nov. 3 Illinois Valley Division........ 1,448.00 R. A. Lease, § camore ; 

Thos. M. Kennedy, Granville Apr. 6 East Central Division.......... 500.00 
Nov. 8 Black Hawk Division.......... 1,231.00 G. H. Wright, Urbana 

Owen B. Wright, Rock Island May 12 Schnepp and Barnes............ 1.65 
Nov. 10 Northeastern Division ...... 1,278.00 Rebate on printing bill 

A. N. Barron, Yorkville May 25 Northeastern Division ....... 500.00 
Nov. 10 Rock River Division............ 1,181.00 A. N. Barron, Yorkville 

R. A. Lease, Sycamore June 20 Northwestern Division ........ 262.00 
Nov. 15 Eastern Division ................ 1,994.00 P. S. Conklin, Rockford 

John R. Moss, Paris Aug. 29 DuPage Valley Division...... 75.00 
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Myrtle Wheelhouse, Hinsdale 
Sept. 18 Southeastern Division ....... 
Annie Foster, Olney 


GE EE aS 4,693.65 
Nov. 22 State Teachers Magazines, advertise- 
ment in Illinois Teacher.................. 4,899.19 


SALE OF BONDS 


May 17 $3,000 Standard Oil Bonds 
93% less $1.20 tax.......... $2,803.80 
Oct. 11 $1,000 U. S. Treas. Bonds 


300.00 


OE TOD G7 OB - notin 1,001.88 
3,805.68 
SALE OF SCHOOL WARRANTS 
June 13 Dist. 39, Cook Co............... 136.00 
Aug. 8 Dist. 202, Cook Co........ swcee ©4608 0.00 
Nov. 8 Chicago Heights ................ 84.00 
Nov. 22 Dist. 76, Evanston.............. 175.00 
645.00 


INCOME FROM FUNDS 
Aug. 21 Marshall Field Bonds.......... $ 135.00 
May 17 Standard Oil Bonds.............. 101.63 
Mar. 31 Dighton-Dilatush Loan Co... 
Nov. 22 Int. on School Warrants...... 42.23 
Oct. 11 Int. on Government Bonds.. 48.51 


430.51 
Nov. 29 Dues of 22 members............................ 44.00 
REFUND 
July 26° BG. BRe0OO tector $ 26.76 
Mar. 23 Republican Printing Co....... -22 
26.98 
Feb. 21 Sale of Illinois Teacher........................ 6.20 
I TI in cccecnaeneeeesednieenl $61,551.23 


Note.—In addition to the above listed cash receipts 
your treasurer has received within the year from Orville T. 
Bright, Jr., treasurer of the Lake Shore Division, Tax An- 
ticipation Warrants amounting to $3,517.70; and from G. 
H. Wright, treasurer of the East Centra] Division, one 
warrant for $76. Total, $3,593.70. 


DISBURSEMENTS 

Orders Nos. 1 to 389, inclusive.......................--.-. $41,968.18 

Note: a complete list of the orders was contained in the 
printed report distributed at the meeting, and are a part 
of the permanent files in the Springfield office, which are 
available to anyone who calls and is interested. For a 
classification of expenditures, see report of committee on 
appropriations. 


GOVERNMENT NOTES AND BONDS PURCHASED 
oe es eS $ a 


Accrued interest and tax...................... 7. 
2 ae) SE ! er 499.55 
Accrued interest and tax...................... 6.96 
June 4 U.S. Treas., 2% at pav........................ 4,500.00 
Oct. 24 U.S. Treas., 2% at 101 22/32............ 2,033.20 
Accrued interest and tax...................... 22.42 
Nov.23 WU. 3. Treas. 8%, 1948....................... 1,988.40 
pa 29.60 
Total amount of government securities 
i  obeuteleaviiainl $11,103.35 
Total amount paid out........................ 53,071.53 
Dec. 1 Balance cash on hand......................--..-- 8,479.70 





Total disbursements and balance........ $61,551.23 


Save Our Schools Fund 
Summary of Receipts and Disbursements: 


PRI: nigsesecqnepennerneeenaniggnighivewuicalnbiathtlldel $4,693.65 

SY ee ee ee 3,173.54 

IRE As es a US Se RN $1,520.11 
School Warrants Fund 

Held over from last year..................-.---.--ss-sesese---+- $ 893.00 

Received Gils’ wae 8 3,593.70 


Interest earn 


te Foe eee 8.40 


Total value to be accounted for........................ $4,495.16 





185 





“IF ANY TEACHER ASKS 
ABOUT A GOOD 


LOAN COMPANY 


YOU SURELY WILL BE RECOMMENDED” 


... Writes one of the thousands of teachers 
who praise the Special Household Loan Plan. 


This self-respecting, self-dependent plan makes 
$300 or less available on your signature and your 
word alone. The privacy of your affairs is guarded. 


No one is informed. 


Repayments are divided into 20 monthly in- 
stallments and charge is made only for the actual 
number of days you keep each dollar. 

The transaction can be completed entirely by 
mail. Or come to the nearest office. 


HOUSEHOLD’S RATE REDUCED 
On $300 loans Household’s new low rate is 234% 
monthly. Our regular rates apply on loans below $300. 


HOUSEHCLD 


FINANCE CORPORATION 


ILLINOIS OFFICES 
CHICAGO— 14th Floor 105 W. Madison Street 


ALTON—7th Floor nk 
First National Bank Building 

AURORA—4th Floor 
Mercantile Block 

BLOOMINGTON—3rd Floor 
Duri ild: 


ey Duiiding 
CHAMPAIGN—4th Floor 
Lincoln Building 
DECATUR—4th Floor 
Citizeas Building 
FREEPORT—3rd Floor 
Tarbox Building 


GALESBURG—3rd Floor 

Hill Arcade Building 
JOLIET—2nad Floor, Morris Building 
MOLINE—4th Floor 

Fifth Avenue Building 
PEORIA—3rd Floor 

Lehmann Building 
ROCKFORD—2nd Floor 

Rockford National Bank Building 
SPRINGFIELD—Room 1004, 

10th Floor, Myers Building 


WAUKEGAN—3rd Floor, Waukegan National Bank Building 





Seeeeeeesesesee 





FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE 














Name 

Street City 

Home Phone 

Amount I wish to borrow $ pg gy, EN 





Icis understeod this inquirydoes not obligate me to borrow or put me to any expense. 
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186 THE 
| US aaa ee 645.00 
Dec. 1 ‘Weewees Gi Mesiectete............ $3,850.10 
$4,495.10 
Bonds Owned by Association 
Marshall Field & Co., 4%% Debenture Gold 
|” | EE te $ 3,000.00 





Tax Anticipation and School Warrants Owned 
25, Arlington Heights, Cook Co...$32.30 
62, Des Plaines, Cook Co.. ... 75.00 


Dist. 
Dist. 








Dist. 64, Park Ridge, Cook Co................. 90.00 
Dist. 68, Cook Co site ne Rhatdasiata 12.00 
Dist. 75, Evanston, Cook Co................... 325.00 
Dist. 76, Evanston, Cook Co................... 322.40 
Dist. 80, Leyden School, Cook Co......... 19.00 
Dist. 84, Franklin Park, Cook Co.......... 19.00 
Dist. 85, Elmwood Park, Cook Co......... 108.00 
Dist. 85%, River Grove, Cook Co........... 16.00 
Dist. 88, Bellwood, Cook Co................... 58.90 
Dist. 91, Forest Park, Cook Co............. 118.00 
Dist. 95, Brookfield, Cook Co................. 110.00 
Dist. 96, Riverside, Cook Co................... 90.00 
Dist. 100, Berwyn, Cook Co..................... 65.00 
Dist. 101, Western Springs, Cook Co..... 30.00 
Dist. 108, Lyons, Cook Co....................... 66.00 
ie © 2 fo ee 46.00 
eee (5 345, eee. Co... ....2......3-5 58.00 
 %— S— "Y . “pnnes ree 60.00 
Dist. 152, Harvey, Cook Co................... 100.00 
Dees “Rees. GOGe Oe oi... 25.00 
ce SO an ee 36.00 
gE 48.00 
eS te eee ee 58.00 
RS ee ee eee 

RO, I I a aces ke 





Dist. 
Dist. 


194, Steger, Cook Co 
201, Cicero, Stickney H. S., Cook 
ee ee ee 39 





Dist. 202, Evanston Twp. H. S., Cook 
NII cacSisbstonastensaenailcestenetaioamnisiag ccideinah semis badbicaiiia 225.00 
Dist. 204, Lyons Twp. H. S., Cook Co... 34.00 
Dist. 207, Maine Twp. H. S., Cook Co...188.00 
Dist. 209, Proviso Twp. H. S., Cook Co...190.00 
Dist. 215, Thornton, Cook Co................. 84.00 
Waukegan Grade, Lake Co............. 270.00 
Waukegan Twp. H. S., Lake Co...170.00 
Hoopeston, Vermilion Co............... 76.00 
Total school warrants.................... $ 3,850.10 
U. S. Treasury Notes and Bonds owned.... - 10,000.00 
Total value of securities held............ $16,850.10 


The president of the Association, Mrs. F. Blanche Preble, 
appointed a special committee to examine and check the 
securities owned by the Association. This committee con- 
sists of Supt. V. L. Nickell of the Champaign Public 
Schools, Supt. T. H. Cobb of the Urbana Public Schools 
and Dr. H. G. Paul, Professor of English in the University 
of Illinois. The report of this committee is as follows: 


Champaign, Illinois, December 4, 1933. 
This is to certify that we have examined the securities 
of the Illinois State Teachers Association held by Charles 
McIntosh in Box 94 in the vault of the Champaign, IIli- 
nois, National Bank and have found that the description 
and amount of these securities as given in the report is 
correct. 


 _EEeeeeeeeanee e: $10,000.00 


Marshall Field Debentures.................................... 3,000.00 
Anticipation Warrants and School Orders.......... 3,850.10 
MIE -cacsevascateen eb iontnlansiat tiestogrictomieentan cohen eae $16,850.10 
V. L. NICKELL, 
T. H. Coss, 
H. G. PAUL. 


Resources of Association 


Real Estate—cost ................-...--.----..-- $60,293.47 
Marshall Field Bonds .......................... 3,000.00 
Government securities ........................ 10,000.00 


Tax anticipation warrants .................. 3,850.10 
Cash in First National Bank De Land 8,479.70 


Total reseurces .......................... $85,623.27 


ILLINOIS TEACHER 


February, 1934 


Vouchers Submitted to Auditing Committee 


1. Enrolling Clerk. A statement signed by Frank A, 
Drake, enrolling officer at the annual meeting, certify- 
ing that the dues collected by him in 1932 amounted 
to $58.00. 

2. Division Treasurers. A statement signed by each Di- 
vision Treasurer stating the amount of money he 
sent your treasurer within the year. 

3. Dues of members paid to State Treasurer. A list show- 
ing names and addresses of all persons paying dues to 
your treasurer within the year. 

4. Interest on Bank Balances. Statement signed by 
proper officer, showing interest earned on deposits. 
The interest earned is as follows: Dighton-Dilatush 
Loan Co. of Monticello, Ill., $103.14. 

5. Bank Balance. The following statement, under seal of 
the First National Bank of DeLand is filed with Com- 


mittee: 
DeLand, Illinois, December 5, 1933. 
This is to certify that Charles McIntosh of Monticello, 
Ill., Treasurer of the Illinois State Teachers Association 
had on deposit in this bank at the close of business, Dec. 
1, 1933, a balance of $9,790.34. 


G. R. MADDEN, Asst. Cashier. 
Note: The above cash reported in the bank is slight- 


ly more than the cash belonging to the Association 
for there are thirteen checks outstanding, as follows: 






No. 335, Mrs. Armbruster .................... $ 2.00 
No. 336, Harris and Ewing .................. 3.00 
ie & ye & ee 13.71 
ks S Se See 12.00 
No. 379, Central Engraving Co. .......... 15.06 
No. 380, Fred L. Biester ............. a 19.50 
No. 381, E. H. Taylor ...... 11.58 
No. 382, O. M. Corbell .............. sit 12.96 
OO ae 375.00 
No. 384, Mildred Whitlock -................. 139.58 
No. 385, Eloise P. Bingham .................. 156.25 
ee Lee 50.00 
Oe ee 500.00 


ois cametiihcdianihicinbanhands $1,310.64 
Dec. 1. Balance cash in First National 

yf fg eee 
Dec. 1. Checks outstanding.................. 


$ 9,790.34 
1,510.64 


Dec. 1. Balance cash actually belong- 
ing to Association and available 
for use $ 8,479.70 

6. Orders for payment of funds. Orders signed by 
the president of the Association, the Chairman of 
the executive committee and countersigned by the 
secretary of the Association as evidence of authority 
for every check issued. 

7. Canceled Checks or receipts for all orders issued by 
the Board of Directors within the year (with the ex- 
ception of the thirteen checks not yet returned to 
bank on which they were drawn), also canceled 
checks issued the previous year which had not been 
returned to the bank before Dec. 15, 1932. 

8. Treasurer’s Report for the year 1932, showing bal- 

. ances reported on hand Dec. 15, 1932. 

9. A Certificate by a committee of three members of the 
Association appointed by the President to examine the 
securities belonging to this Association and held by 
your treasurer. 

10. Audit Report signed by Gauger and Diehl, Decatur, 
Certified Public Accountants, showing the exact con- 
dition of the funds of the Illinois State Teachers 
some as of December 1, 1933. This report is as 

ollows: 


GAUGER & DIEHL, CERTIFIED PUBLIC 
ACCOUNTANTS 
Decatur, Ill., December 2, 1933. 





Board of Directors, 

Illinois State Teachers Association, 
Springfield, Illinois. 

Gentlemen: 

In accordance with the assignment received from your 
treasurer, we have audited the accounts and records of the 
Illinois State Teachers Association as kept by your trea’ 
urer, Mr. Charles McIntosh, Monticello, Illinois, for the 
period from December 15, 1932 to December 1, 1933. 


As a result of this examination, it is our pleasure to re 
(Continued on page 188) 
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Cruising the Gold Trail 


to Alaska 
By MARY McCAMLEY 


@ ON June 9, within two hours after school 

was out I had purchased from the 
Traveling Passenger Agent a round trip 
ticket to Alaska. 

For three nights, thereafter, and two days 
I flashed across the great flat plains and the 
rugged mountains of the northwest. I saw 
Sioux Indians dance at Mandan, North Da- 
kota, followed General Custer’s trail along 
the Yellowstone River in Montana, and 
crossed the Rockies in slothful ease right 
in the locality where Lewis and Clark had 
performed the same feat dangerously and 
laboriously in 1805. Incidentally I viewed 
scenes haunted by the shades of famous 
characters including Buffalo Bill, Sitting 
Bull, Calamity Jane, and General Nelson A. 
Miles. All in all I was fairly steeped in 
western frontier tradition and was quite in 
the mood to “hit the trail” to Alaska by 
the time I arrived in Seattle. 

I mounted the gangplank of the good ship 
Aleutian exactly ten minutes before it was 
pulled up. There was no time-consuming 
red tape to go through with. I was a sover- 
eign American citizen sailing to one of our 
own territorial possessions. It was all so 
easy, so friendly. In fact myself and my 





Courtesy Northern Pacific Ry. 


Columbia Glacier, 300 feet high, seen 
on Alaskan cruise 


luggage were so promptly conducted to our 
stateroom by an energetic steward that I 
was able to mount to the boat deck in time 
to see the vessel shove off while the band 
played and colored serpentine wafted down 
in long streamers from the hands of the 
passengers to the people waving farewell 
on the dock. In contrast to some other ship 
sailings I have heard of, everybody in this 
one was happy, almost hilarious. Adventure 
bound—that was the spirit of the hour! 
Soon our turbines had taken up their steady 
thythm and we were moving at an agree- 
able, moderate pace between rugged green- 
forested islands over blue water as smooth 
as an indoor swimming pool. 

Most of the passengers like myself were 
on holiday. There were teachers, business 
and professional people, and one who was 
unmistakably of that rare and fascinating 
species known as a “globe-trotter,” Others, 


it was plainly evident, were men of the 
big outdoors. Miners, lumbermen, or sal- 
mon fishermen, we surmised. Later con- 
versations with these picturesque individuals 
confirmed this guess and we had many 
pleasant hours as they related how Alaska 
is wresting wealth from the rocks, sea, and 
forest—paying for itself many times over 
every year. 

The latest cut American clothes and a 
Panama hat could not conceal the fact that 
one of our passengers was an Eskimo. We 
soon discovered he spoke English well and 
we clustered about him listening eagerly 
to his description of life in the far north. 
His home, he boasted, was the frozen tundra 
far above the Arctic circle. We thought 
of what would become of that Panama hat 
up there and smiled. My tour friends jok- 
ingly warned me to “beware of the mag- 
netic attraction which is said to be very 
strong near the North Pole.” 

One by one the days slipped away and 
picturesque Alaskan towns with them. We 
called at Ketchikan, Wrangell, Juneau, Sitka, 
Skagway, Cordova, and Seward. From three 
of these places we left the steamer and 
made side trips into the interior by rail. 
We went from Skagway to Lake Bennett, 
from Cordova up the Copper River and from 
Seward to Fairbanks. It was almost in 
credible to see enterprising electric-lighted 
towns in such a wilderness and to stop in 
comfortable hotels with room and bath. 

We visited one of the world’s greatest gold 
mines at Juneau and saw the rich gold bear- 
ing ore being removed from the mountain. 
At Fairbanks we saw dredges washing gold 
dust and nuggets out of gravel deposits un- 
der a glacier. Alaska, it was quite evident, 
is still on the gold standard. At Ketchikan 
we witnessed all the processes of salmon 
canning and doubtless this winter will eat 
some of the royal red chinook which we 
saw cleaned, packed and steamed during 
our visit. 

By day the scenery was marvelous, with 
white-crowned mountains, blue glaciers, 
green forests and flower dappled meadows. 
Our trips on land took us over trails of the 
lurid gold rush of 98 and we made a first 
hand acquaintance with scenes in the writ- 
ings of Rex Beach, Jack London, Robert 
Service, and others. From our deck chairs 
on the steamer we saw seals on the rocks, 
and occasional elk and moose on the shore. 
I can imagine no more effortless way of 
going on a mountain sightseeing trip than 
on a boat to Alaska. 

In the evenings we danced on deck to 
orchestra music while the midnight sun 
glowed or the northern lights cast black 
shadows on the water and the phosphor- 
escent wash of the vessel left a luminous 
trail in our wake. While we glided about 
the deck, the Globe Trotter assured me he 
had found Alaska to be the one place to 
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see Alaskan Indians, totem poles, “Nor- 
wegian” fjords and “Old Russian” settle- 
ments and still “Eat American and live in 
the American way.” 

“What a relief,” he exclaimed, “To visit 
an entirely different land and yet be able 
to order a meal of favorite familiar foods 
in your own language.” 

That was a slant that had not occurred to 
me. My name and address are in his note- 
book now, and as time goes on I shall see 
if the Alaska he discovered was as tranquil 
and as inspiring as mine. Although I’m no 
sour-dough I know that I “struck it rich” 
last summer with the sort of treasure that 
will always be delightful in memory. 





CONTINENTAL DIVIDE-Seen on Student Tours 


UNIVERSITY OF COLORADO, in the 
| foothills of the Rockies, offers you 


unsurpassed opportunities for com- 
bining summer study with recreation. 
Organized hikes and week-end outings; 
visits to Le a= excursions’ 











to Rocky Mountain National Park;moun- 
tain climbing; tain camp maintained 
for rstudents. Altitude of one mile, 


within sight of perpetual snow,gives unex- 
celled climate « stimulating atmosphere. 


First Term, June 18 to July 20 
Second Term, July 23 to Aug.24 


Courses in Arts and Sciences, Medicine, 
Law,Education,Business Administration, 
Journalism,Art,and Music. Field courses 
in Geology and Biology.MaisonFrancaise, 
Casa Espanola. University Theater with 
special instruction in Dramatic Produc- 
tion. Many special courses for teachers, 
supervisors and administrators. Special 
opportunities for graduate work in all 
departments. Excellent library; labora- 
tories. Organ recitals and public lectures. 


Vacation Railroad Rates 
Boulder Common Point from 
Eastern States 


University of Colorado 
Boulder, Colorado 


SEND TODAY for Complete Information 


| 

| Dean of the SUMMER QUARTER (DEPT.O) 
| University of Colorado, Boulder, Colo. 
| Please send me the bulletins checked below : 
| 

| 





Ss Quarter Catal 
R so Ballast 


s 





Field Courses in Geology and Biology—— 
Grad School Bulleti 





| NAME 
Street and No. 


City and State 
* 
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port that all moneys received by Mr. McIntosh as treasurer 
of the Illinois State Teachers Association have been prop- 
erly deposited to your regular bank depository or used in 
the purchase of government bonds, and that moneys have 
been paid out by him only in payment of orders issued by 
the secretary of your association and counter-signed by its 
president. 


Receipts: For verification of the cash received by your 
treasurer during the period stated above, we examined 
letters and certificates on file from all division treasurers, 
certifying as to the amount of moneys which they had 
mailed or delivered to Mr. McIntosh. In the case of securi- 
ties sold, we examined the statements of sale from banks 
through which the securities were sold, and in the case of 
sundry receipts, letters and certificates were examined for 
verification of the amounts to be accounted for. 


Disbursements: For proper verification of all disburse- 
ments, we examined the orders issued by your association 
secretary and countersigned by its proper officials for 
authority on all checks issued by your treasurer. The cash 
balance on hand December 1, 1933, available for use was 
$8,479.70. This balance was verified after taking into 
consideration outstanding checks of $1,310.64 with the 
amount on deposit in the First National Bank of De Land, 
Illinois, as certified to us by the bank cashier, of $9,790.34. 

Our audit discloses, according to the itemized schedules 
in your treasurer’s report, the cash receipts and disburse- 
ments for the year to be in summary form as follows: 


Cash Balance on Hand Available for 





February, 1934 
(Continued from page 186) 
Cash Balance Available for Use, 
ol ee oe $ 8,479.70 
Checks Issued and Outstanding which 
have not yet been called $ 1,810.64 
Total Cash on Deposit, December 1, 
1933, in the First National Bank 
of De Land, Illinois, per Certificate 
Furnished by the Bank.................. $ 9,790.34 


In addition to the cash balances in the hands of your 
treasurer, securities which are held by him for the asso- 
ciation, and which were presented for our inspection were 
as follows: 

Tax Anticipation Warrants, per Itemized List 


in the Treasurer’s Report... $ 3,850.10 











Marshall Field & Co. Bonds.... 3,000.00 
U. S. Treasury Bonds and Notes 10,000.00 
Total Securities Owned............................---- $16,850.10 


Total resources of your Association as of December 1, 
1933, are summarized as follows: 
Real Estate and Buildings, Springfield, Illinois, 

at Actual Cost 





$60,293.47 





Securities Owned 16,850.10 
Cash in the Bank Available for Use...................... 8,479.70 
Re AEN TOL SE $85,623.27 


We certify that the above summaries represent the true 
and correct financial transactions of your association dur- 
ing the year ended December 1, 1933, and that the result- 
ing financial condition at the close of the year, all of which 
is reported and itemized in detail in your treasurer’s report, 
is true and correct in every particular. We are 








Use on December 15, 1932-............. $13,285.72 
Cash Received during the Year as 
Ee a ee $44,459.83 
Cash Received from Sale of Securities 3,805.68 
Total Cash Received for the Year 48,265.51 
Total Cash to be Accounted For.... $61,551.23 
Less Disbursements: Per Orders 
Issued on your Treasurer................ $41,968.18 
Disbursements for Securities.............. 11,103.35 treasurer, 
Total Disbursements .................... «$58,071.53 


The president next called for the re- 
port of the Committee on Teacher 
Training. Mr. Karl L. Adams, chair- 
man of that committee, read the fol- 
lowing: 


COMMITTEE ON TEACHER 
TRAINING 


@ THE world today is confronted with one 
of the most serious economic crises in its 
history. Careful scrutiny reveals serious 
gaps in its leadership. No one seems to have 
a very clear conception of its underlying 
causes, nor is anyone ready to offer an 
adequate solution to the problem. At no 
time has the need for training and sound 
thinking been as acute as it is today. 

The only way for a democracy to develop 
the type of leaders that this crisis demands 
and that our present complex social order 
will continue to demand is through an 
adequate system of public schools manned 
by competent teachers. With these facts 
before us, this present crisis becomes a real 
problem in teacher training, one that must 
be faced and solved. Friends of public edu- 
cation who believe in it as the cornerstone 
of a democracy must rally to its support. 

We would like to recommend the follow- 
ing toward this end: 

I. The Development of Admissions and 
Elimination Practices to make possible 

(a) More careful selection of entrants 
into teacher-training institutions. 


(b) Higher requirements for graduation 
and subsequent certification resulting in 
elimination of those unfitted for this difficult 
job. 

Il. Longer training period extending over 
a minimum of four years to insure 

(a) Broad scholarship and habits of care- 
ful thinking along social and scientific lines; 
in fact, better understanding of the world in 
which we live. 

(b) Professional training 

1. Study of the child. 

2. Attitude toward teaching and 
the profession. 

3. Mental hygiene. 

Ill. Certification law strong enough to 
permit 

(a) Only those who are interested in and 
definitely prepared for teaching to be cer- 
tificated. 

(b) One to each only in the definite field 
in which he is prepared. 

(c) The granting of only “temporary per- 
mission to teach” to any who have completed 
professional curricula less than four years 
in length. 

IV. In-Service training and follow-up 

(a) By superintendents and principals in 
their supervisory capacity. 

(b) By representatives of teacher training 
staffs in a cooperative relationship with 
superintendents and principals. 

V. Adequate financial support for this 
program. This will include support for 

(a) Teacher-training agencies maintained 
by the State. 


Very truly yours, 
GAUGER & DIEHL, 
Certified Public Accountants. 


All of the above is respectfully submitted by your 


CHARLES McINTOSH, 
Treasurer, I. S. T. A. 


(b) State supervisory officers. 
(c) Ample county supervision. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Harry TAy.or, Leman EMERSON, 
Carrie BARNES, Joun A. Srronc, 
Frances SToxpyk, P. H. HEeLtyer, 
Butter LAUGHLIN, W. P. Morcan, 
H. W. Suryock, R. W. Farrcui.p, 
Winirrep Matuews, E. W. Powers, 
T. ArtHuR Simpson, Witut1am Hararis, 
L. W. WiruiaMs, Jesse H. Wuirte, 
Howarp S. WALKER, 
Kart L. Apams, Chairman. 

This commitee wishes to reaffirm its belief 
in this report as representing a sound basis 
for the improvement of teacher-training in 
Illinois. 

We wish to re-emphasize the following: 

I. That the minimum college training pe- 
riod for prospective teachers be set at four 
years. 

II. That teachers be certificated to teach 
only in a definite field or fields in which they 
are prepared by this training. 

III. That these be made effective through 
a revision in our certification law. 

IV. That the legislative committee be 
urged to include a recommendation dealing 
with this in its report to this assembly next 
year. 

Respectfully submitted, 
L. W. Witwiams, 
Joun A. Srronc, 
H. W. Suryock, 
E, W. Powers, 





70 
64 


34 
ur 


re 


our 


relief 
basis 
4 in 


g pe- 
four 


teach 
they 


rough 
e be 


~aling 
next 








February, 1934 


R. W. Farrcuixp, 
Butter LavucHLin, 
W. P. Morcan, 
Kart L. Apams, 
Chairman. 


Mr. Adams moved the adoption of 
the report and his motion was duly 
seconded and carried by unanimous 
vote. 

The president then called for the 
report of the Committee on State 
School Fund. Mr. J. B. McManus, 
chairman of this committee, presented 
the following report: 


REPORT OF STATE SCHOOL FUND 
COMMITTEE 


@ A DEMOCRATIC form of government 

is based upon an enlightened citizenry. 
The greatest guarantee of its success, growth 
and continued prosperity lies in the efficiency 
of its common schools. It is to the com- 
mon school we must look for the initial train- 
ing and intellectual awakening of our future 
citizens. In pursuance of the mandate of 
the Constitution, the General Assembly pro- 
vided by statute for the organization of the 
state into elementary and secondary school 
districts, and authorized those districts to 
levy a tax for educational purposes on all the 
property in the district. That tax came under 
what is known as the general property 
tax, which has been found to be insufficient 
in many districts to conduct an adequate 
school for the desired length of time each 
year. 

It is the state, as a whole, not the local 
district which has ordained that schools and 
means of education shall be provided at pub- 
lic expense. As a matter of convenience 
and economy, as well as to stimulate inter- 
est, local districts are authorized to tax 
themselves within certain limits to establish 
and maintain public schools; yet the initial 
responsibility rests upon the General Assem- 
bly to provide a thorough and efficient system 
of free schools. Therefore, the state is re- 
sponsible for the needed revenue above that 
which is provided by the local tax. 

What is considered a thorough and ef- 
ficient school is fairly accurately set forth 
in the report of the Educatonal Conference at 
Washington in 1930, which states the re- 
quirements substantially as follows: 

1. Society must provide a program of edu- 
cation at public expense for children of ele- 
mentary and secondary school age. This 
program must be properly differentiated, so 
that each individual may find work, through 
which he may develop the capacity which he 
possesses. 

2. Society must provide, through educa- 
tion, for the proper socialization of its chil- 
dren as a means of transforming the indi- 
viduals, as such, into intelligent citizens. This 
means that the school must undertake to di- 
rect the extra-class as well as the classroom 
activities and experiences of the children. 

3. Society must provide for the free-play 
and leisure-time activities of its children, 
who are denied a place in its work pro- 
gram. ’ 

4. Society must safeguard the child with 
respect to physical and mental health;— 
safety and protection against diseases, physi- 
ca] dangers and immoral habits. 
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Society, that is the state, is assigning more 
work to the schools and teachers, from year 
to year, and must provide funds for this 
added service which the schools are render- 
ing to the public. Since we can not le- 
gally or equitably secure more revenue in 
many districts, through the general property 
tax, this added cost must come from other 
sources. 

The wealth and the income of the state is 
dependent, to a large degree, upon the in- 
tellectual attainment of its citizens. Many 
of our most thriving industries and business 
enterprises depend for their support almost 
entirely upon an educated populace, and 
consequently should contribute liberally to- 
ward the support of the common schools. 

The state, as a whole, has greater latitude 
in levying and in collecting taxes than has 
the local district or municipality. Taxes on 
certain industries can be levied and collected 
more economically and more completely by 
the state than by local units; such as, a 
tax on net incomes of corporations, on fu- 
tures in the grain market, on sales of gaso- 
line, and a flat income tax. Since the public 
school system is one of the largest and most 
important industries in the state, it should 
have a proportionate share of the total in- 
come of the state. At present it is prac- 
tically limited to a certain percent of the 
general property tax, which constitutes less 
than forty per cent of the total state income; 
therefore, we believe that the taxes received 
from the above mentioned sources when col- 
lected should be turued into the state school 
fund and distributed to the districts of the 
state in proportion to their need. 

We need good schools to maintain our 
present form of government. We need good 
schools to keep a well informed citizenry, 
which will patronize certain industries and 
business enterprises and thus make a profit 
for the owners. We need more money to pay 
for good schools and, therefore, must tax 
those industries and business enterprises 
which profit most from an educated public. 
But the laws of the state will not permit 
local districts and municipalities to levy a 
tax on incomes or make a classification of 
property. Therefore, since the state estab- 
lished public schools and as a measure of 
self preservation must continue them, it is 
obliged to provide the necessary income for 
their upkeep. This can be done, and must 
be done through forms of taxation other than 
the general property tax. 

The state does not hesitate to tap new 
sources of revenue when such sources are 
discovered and more revenue is needed. This 
is evidenced by the fact that the expense 
of the state administration increased from 
about $6,000,000 in 1914 to over $100,000,000 
in 1932, while the rate of taxation for state 
purposes remained practically the same. 
The school people of Illinois are not asking 
the General Assembly to increase the tax 
burden of the small property owner, nor to 
tax any business concern excessively, which 
is not making some profit. But they do 
insist that the schools of Illinois be permitted 
to share in the revenue derived from other 
sources than the general property tax. 

As measures for immediate relief the Com- 
mittee recommends the following Emergency 
Legislation: 

(a) A bill to enable the state to pay over 
immediately the amount the state owes each 
schoo] district, by authorizing the state to 
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THE OPEN ROAD 


IN RUSSIA 
EIGHTH SEASON 


In pre-recognition days most American 
intellectuals who visited the U. S. S. R. 
went through the Open Road. They did 
so because this non-commercial organiza- 
tion with its independent representation 
in the Soviet Union enables the inquiring 
traveler to see most in the least time 
and at least cost. 

More Americans of the professional 
classes look forward now to personal ex- 
ploration of the Soviet world. The Open 
Road offers them the experience and 
connections of years of friendly coopera- 
tion with key individuals and institutions 
in the U.S. S. R. 

Service to groups and those who 
travel on their own—Detailed advice 

on application to 


THE OPEN ROAD, INC. 
56 West 45th Street New York 


Cooperating with Intourist 
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WANT A STEADY JOB? 
Start $1,260 to $2,100 a Year 


Do you want a steady-for-life-job with the 
United States Government? Teachers have a 
big advantage because of their training and 
Many early examinations 

These have big pay, short hours and pleasant 
work. Write immediately to Franklin ~~ 
tute, Dept. A240, Rochester, N. Y., for free lis 
of positions for teachers and full tans 
telling you how to get them. 








Ac) DUPLICATORS ASUPBLIES 


Write for Folder Today! Every school 
should have duplicating outfit to make 
Itiple copies of anything written, drawn 
or typed --in colors, for classroom or 
school activities.Pricedas low os $3.85. 
Write PITTSBURGH 
TYPEWRITER AND 
SUPPLY CO. 


























PERSONAL SERVICE 


By the Fastest Growing Placement 
Bureau in the Midwest. 

No Teacher Enrolled Without a 
Personal Interview. 
Personal Work on Vacancies in 
Your Behalf. 


If you wish to secure a better position 

write your name and address on the mar- 

gin of this ad and mail . Our Field 
Secretary will ca 


Teachers Service Bereae 


6635 Delmar Bivd., St. Louis, Me. 
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issue anticipation warrants against the state 
tax levy, the cash to come out of any state 
funds on hand. 

(b) A bill to enable the state to ad- 
vance to each school district 80% of the 
amount of uncollected school taxes in each 
district, funds to be provided for this pur- 
pose by issuing and selling state bonds 
against the future collection of these taxes. 

(c) Extend the life of S. B. 302, a bill 
permitting any school district to issue bonds 
to take up outstanding warrants and current 
indebtedness. 

(d) A bill to enact a grain futures tax, 
similar to S. B. 609, % cent per bushel— 
the proceeds to be turned into the common 
school fund. 

As measures for permanent relief the Com- 
mittee recommends the following Legislation: 

(a) We urgently recommend that the 
revenue section of the Constitution of the 
State of Illinois be so amended as to give 
added and broader powers of taxation in this 
state. 

(b) We also urgently recommend that 
this assembly go on record as favoring the 
graduated income tax, if and when our state 
constitution is so amended as to make such 
a law constitutional. If properly drawn it is 
an equitable and fruitful tax. 

(c) We further recommend a three per 
cent net income tax on all corporations, (S. 
B. 161) the revenue to go into the common 
school fund. 

(d) A bill to enact a flat personal in- 
come tax of two per cent upon all incomes 
above $1200.00 annually, the revenue from 
which shall be part of the Common School 
Fund. 

(e) A bill to repeal Sec. 189 B, as con- 
tained in S. B. 157 the companion bill to 
the first Sales Tax measure. 

This Committee also recommends that this 
assembly go on record as indorsing such 
provisions for the securing and distribution 
of school revenue for the city of Chicago, 
as may be advocated by the Chicago division 
of the I. S. T. A., and approved by our legis- 
lative committee. 

This Committee urges strenuous opposi- 
tion to any legislation limiting the taxing 
power of the government, which does not 
first make full, adequate, certain and con- 
stitutional provisions to guarantee sufficient 
revenue to maintain, unimpaired, the es- 
sential activities of government in a modern 
state. 

The inequalities of educational opportu- 
nities in this state have become so glaring 
and the need of funds so acute that statis- 
tics should be no longer necessary to con- 
vince a fair minded public that unless some 
plan be devised whereby the Legislature can 
be induced to provide a. sufficiently large 
state school fund to be equitably distributed 
to those districts in dire need thousands of 
children will be, and are being cheated out 
of their birthright. 

The only way of guaranteeing an equal 
educational opportunity to all the children 
in this state is by securing a sufficiently large 
state school fund to warrant us in establish- 
ing an equalization fund, and then set up a 
minimum educational program, which could 
be maintained, in part at least, by the said 
equalization fund in every necessary common- 
school room in the state. Such an under- 
taking can not be accomplished in one year, 
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nor without a supreme effort of the leading 
educators in the state. 

We need expert advice before such a pro- 
gram can be successfully launched. We can 
only hope to convince you, and attempt to 
influence the Legislature of the vital impor- 
tance of such a program and give some in- 
dication as to how it should be done, leaving 
the refining of the machinery of distribution 
to the advice and council of experts in that 
line. The working out of a minimum pro- 
gram and a plan for the distribution of the 
equalization fund, if undertaken, should be 
done by experts but in the name of, and 
under the control of, a local committee. 

Illinois has as much money and brains as 
have other states which have successfully 
established and maintained a fairly adequate 
equalization fund. We believe and shall 
continue to believe and advocate that all the 
wealth of the state should be held respon- 
sible for the education of all the children in 
the state, regardless of the location of the 
wealth or of the children. Should those 
measures which we have advocated be en- 
acted into law and ear-marked for the state 
school fund, we believe that sufficient reve- 
nue would be derived to warrant this Asso- 
ciation in taking immediate steps to establish 
an equalization fund. We must have at 
least $35,000,000 in the state school fund. 

The State of Illinois, with its wealth of 
natural resources and its wealth of intelligent 
enterprising citizens, should take immediate 
steps to eradicate all those areas of pauper- 
ized schools, where teachers are forced to 
labor for a mere pittance. Every teacher is 
worthy of her hire and should receive it 
when due. Every schoolroom worthy of 
support and necessarily operated should have 
a guaranteed income, sufficiently large for 
self-respect and efficiency. 


A motion was made, seconded, and 
carried that the report be accepted. 

The president then called for the re- 
port of the Illinois Pupils Reading 
Circle. Mr. D. F. Nickols, manager of 
the Reading Circle, read the report as 
follows: 


ANNUAL REPORT OF THE 
ILLINOIS PUPILS READING 
CIRCLE 1933 


To the Illinois State Teachers Association: 


@ HEREWITH we present the statistical 

and financial report of the Manager of 
the Illinois Pupils Reading Circle for the 
year ending June 30, 1933. 

The report indicates the sale of 42,810 
books during the year which is a decrease 
of 27% as compared with the preceding year. 
However, when a comparison is made with 
a thirty year average, the volume of sales is 
21% better. These percentages are derived 
from the tabulation of book sales by decades 
which is found below the map in the printed 
report. 

In the financial report a comparison of 
sales with those of last year also shows a 
decrease of 27%. During the same period 
our retrenchment program reduced operating 
expenses 28%. 

It will be observed that two cash balances 
were used in closing the account. This is 
due to the fact that the Lincoln National 
Bank, depository for the Illinois Pupils Read- 
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ing Circle funds, was opened after the bank 
moratorium adjustment under the direction 
of a Conservator. The restricted bank bal- 
ance was $2783.82. Since the opening of 
the bank for the receipt of new deposits, the 
depositors have affected a reorganization 
whereby 35% of the deposits will be re- 
leased immediately when the new bank takes 
over the affairs of the old. I am reliably 
informed that this step will be taken early 
in January. The remainder of the restricted 
deposits will be liquidated from time to time 
as the business of the bank warrants. 

On account of our low margin of profit 
for operating expenses during the past two 
years, the decreased volume of business due 
to the depression almost eliminated our net 
resources. When the banks were closed 
early in March the school funds of the State 
were tied up and orders for Circle books 
were practically terminated. We were also 
unable to collect accounts for the same rea- 
son. As a consequence from the standpoint 
of receipts our year was reduced from twelve 
months to eight months. Therefore pub- 
lishers’ accounts were unpaid at the close of 
the year and were necessarily charged as a 
liability. Fortunately we were able to meet 
these payments in full early in September 
from our first receipts. 

Without doubt the twelve months covered 
by this report has been the most acute year 
of the depression. It has left its mark on 
every business enterprise and the Pupils 
Reading Circle is no exception to the rule. 
However, there is this encouraging observa- 
tion: as indicated by the map there is still 
a wide distribution of orders from all parts 
of the State, indicating a desire and a will- 
ingness on the part of teachers and school 
officers to patronize the Pupils Reading Cir- 
cle, although the orders were smaller. With 
such confidence the continued service of the 
Circle is assured. It will continue to be the 
function of the Reading Circle to select the 
very best informational and inspirational 
books for the children, to classify them ac- 
cording to the school grades, and to furnish 
them at the lowest prices. In no other book 
lists can prices be found comparable with 
the Illinois list. For example, the saving on 
thirty-two books in the course of reading 
covered by this report is $13.01, also the 
postage. Nowhere else can a $2.00 book be 
obtained for $1.10. 

An added service of the Reading Circle 
is the new high school course of reading 
which is now offered to the secondary 
schools. These books include five fiction and 
five non-fiction. Dr. A. W. Clevenger, High 
School Visitor for the University of Illinois, 
Mr. John Calvin Hanna, State High School 
Visitor, and Mr. R. V. Lindsey, President of 
the High School Principals’ Association were 
designated as a special committee to select 
these books. The wisdom of this procedure 
is already established since more than a 
thousand volumes have been distributed to 
date. 

In conclusion we wish to thank all patrons 
for their loyal support of the Pupils Read- 
ing Circle during the past year and we very 
earnestly commend it to those schools which 
have not made use of its service. 

Respectfully submitted, 
T. A. Simpson, President 
Fioyp T. Goopter, 
W. R. Foster, 
Cora B, Ryman, 
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Erne: B. Hartman, 
R. V. Jorpan, 


E. W. Powers, 
Board of Directors. 


D. F. Nicxots, 
Secretary-Manager. 


Note: As Manager of the Illinois Pupils 
Reading Circle, in supplementing this re- 
port, I am very happy to say that our busi- 
ness is 100 orders ahead of where it was 
this time last year; that all operating ex- 
penses since July lst last, have been paid; 
that our current resources more than offset 
liabilities and that the publishers will be 
paid in full in January. 


Mr. Nickols moved the adoption of 
the report and the motion was duly 
seconded and carried by vote. 


The president then called for the re- 
port of the Committee on Larger Dis- 
trict Unit; whereupon Mr. H. H. 
Schroeder, chairman of the committee, 
read the following: 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON 
LARGER DISTRICT UNIT 


@ EIGHT years ago the Committee on 
Larger District Unit was first appointed. 
It took three years to work out the outlines 
of the first bills to be submitted to you for 
your consideration and approval five years 
ago. In every year since then the commit- 
tee has continued its labors. Every year we 
submitted a report, each representing an 
improvement upon the preceding one. 

The committee has ever kept in mind the 
ultimate purpose: the promotion of equal 
educational opportunity for all the children 
of the state. We realize fully that nothing 
like equal educational opportunity for all can 
be secured in the absence of equalization 
through the state functioning as an admin- 
istrative unit. But in the very nature of 
things we are constrained to compromise 
between what we recognize as ideally desir- 
able and what we are forced to accept as 
practically attainable at the present time. 

Some of our business and industrial in- 
terests are urging a much more revolutionary 
reorganization of our district system than 
what we look upon as feasible today. On 
the other hand there is a large portion of 
our somewhat conservative citizens who look 
upon our rather moderate bill as being too 
radical. It is exceedingly difficult to get even 
school people to agree on any specific plan. 
The committee has given careful considera- 
tion to the radical Griffenhagen plan as out- 
lined in House Bill No. 817 presented to the 
58th General Assembly. They have likewise 
studied the various county unit systems now 
in operation in various southern states, espe- 
cially the systems more recently established. 
As a result of this study they are agreed that 
it would be futile to recommend at this time 
a more drastic revision or reorganization of 
our school system than that called for in 
the bill herewith resubmitted to you. 


The digest of this bill, which Mr. Grimm 
was kind enough to draught for me, is as 
follows: 

“Creates each county into a school district 
of very limited functions, with provision 
that a city exceeding 500,000 or more 
population be excluded. County board of 
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education with five members to be elected, 
not more than one of whom shall be chosen 
from the same common school district; one 
member after first organization to be elected 
annually. Board to hold meeting at least 
quarterly. County superintendent to be ex- 
ecutive officer of board. County treasurer 
to be ex-officio treasurer of county school 
district. 

“County board of education shall have 
power to levy tax not to exceed 1/20 per cent 
upon assessment of county school district to 
pay for necessary traveling and office ex- 
penses of board and for assistance in per- 
forming legal duties. Board shall survey 
common school districts of county and 
within two years propose plans for uniting 
existing common school districts into larger 
common school disiricts composed of terri- 
tory surrounding community centers and 
having a probable enrollment of at least 100 
elementary school children. 


“Upon petition of twenty per cent of legal 
voters of proposed larger common school dis- 
trict, county board of education shall hold 
election to create such proposed district. 
When larger district is so created, county 
board of education shall conduct an election 
for a board of education or directors in such 
district. Such elected board shall exercise 
powers and duties of similar boards under 
general school law; and in addition (1) 
shall designate the schools which pupils 
within the larger common school districts 
shall attend (with provision that school shall 
be operated where ten or more pupils reside 
within two miles if three-fourths of their 
parents petition for said school), and (2) 
shall provide transportation for pupils resid- 
ing two or more miles from school. 


“In county containing no city of 500,000 
or more population, the county board of edu- 
cation is to approve bond of county super- 
intendent, receive his customary legal re- 
ports, fill vacancy in such office for remainder 
of unexpired term, employ assistants on rec- 
ommendation of county superintendent, and 
allow office and traveling expenses for county 
superintendent and assistants. 
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TEACHERS WANTED 


to qualify for steady government posi- 
tions. Age 18 to 50. Commence $105 to 
$200 month. Write today for valuable 
free information. 
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WRITE FOR BLANKS 


TEACHERS Locatep To 


THEIR ADVANTAGE and PROFIT 
By a bonded and li d agency with 
a unique, reliable and proved service. 
Photos, 50 for $1.50; work guaranteed, 


PERSONAL PLACEMENT BUREAU 
Rooms 4-5 Freudenstein Bidg., CLINTON, ILLINOIS 
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AGENCY 


25 E. Jackson Blivd., Chicago 


48th Year—Information obtained from 
clients and from other dependable sources 
indicate improved school conditions in most 
communities. Additional teachers will be 
employed—more in some States than in 
others. Supervisors, Critics, special teach- 
ers of Music, Art, "Ph sical Education, Home 
omics, Vocation Education, and well 
prepared ¢ teachers will be in de 
Opportunities for promotion in all lines of 
School and Coll work. Further partic- 
ulars in 1934 Bulletin. 
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a my are etching teach se wth crit “unliatone Wo algo wa maning reper yg nny hp tierisne, = 
check, Wesivuscuy ccimat. Adbun ans Geemer ody as it Seukuen uten Chicago, Ill. 


















CLERKS ; 


Mall Coupon Before You Lose it 


| a An eee Dept. A-264, 
! Sire: Rush to of 32 
he “How to Get U. 8. Government Jobs,” 
for men—women 18 to 50 and full particulars 
get them. 
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“Present sections of school law amended 
so that there are transferred to the county 
board of education the duties of school trus- 
tees regarding boundary changes, the duties 
of county superintendent regarding com- 
munity consolidated school organization and 
boundary changes, the duties of trustees and 
treasurer regarding township high school dis- 
trict organization, and the duties of county 
superintendent regarding the organization 
of community high school districts. 

“There is retained the present provision 
in the law that the county board of the poli- 
tical county shall furnish and equip the 
office of the county superintendent of schools. 

“The bill repeals such sections of the 


THE ILLINOIS TEACHER 


school law as are specifically in conflict with 
the above provisions.” 

You will observe that this bill does not 
provide the County Board with the authority 
to change the boundary lines of high-school 
districts. 

Mr. Schroeder moved that the report 
be accepted. The motion was duly sec- 
onded and carried by vote. 

The president next called for the re- 
port of the Committee on Appropria- 
tions. Miss A. Lulu Hill, chairman of 
that committee, read this report as fol- 
lows: 


APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE YEAR 1934: 


(For comparative purposes, the appropriations, expenditures, and balances for the 


year 1933 are given also.) 
Estimated Resources for the year 1934: 


























Cash Ga band, Decemeer 1, 1988.5. $ 8,479.70 
il al IEEE, OA CE ETE SS) Pt PER 16,850.10 
RNR REEE AS: Lee Enc! nL a ee 30, 000.00 
Se eee ee OSE WA Se ee $55,329.80 
Appropri- | Expended | Balance | Appropri- 

ated for in Dec. 1, for 

1933 1933 1933 1934 
1, Tinos Teecker $14, 000. 00/$14, 405.93/$ —405 .93/$15 , 000.00 
2. Salary of Secretary._.................. 6,000.00) 6,000.00)... 6,000.00 
3. Salary of Treasurer... 1,100.00) 1,016.67 83.33) 1,000.00 
4. Salary, Director of Res... 4,500.00) 4,500.00)... 4,500.00 
5. Salary, Assistant Editor... 1,875.00} 1,875.00)... 1,875.00 
6. Salary, Research Asst.............| 1,675.00) 1,685.42) —10.42) 1.675.00 
7. Part Time Stenographer._._.. 400.00 357.00 43.00 500.00 
8. Expense, Board of Dir___.......... 500.00 339.71 160.29 500.00 
9. Legislative Committee... 2,500.00) 1,988.17 511.83) 2,000.00 
10. Other Committees... 800.00 533 . 87 266.13 700.00 
11. Expense of Secretary... 750.00 641.44 108 .56 750.00 
12. Office Sup. and Printing............ 850.00 561.53 288 .47 850.00 
13. Office Equipment... 250.00 29.43 220.57 300.00 
14. Expense of Treasurer._............ 200.00 124.37 75.63 200.00 
15. Research and Statistics... 750.00 133.92 616.08 500.00 
16. N. E. A. Affiliation _.............. 100.00 | Eee 100.00 
17. Expense N. E. A. Director........ 400.00 | er eae 400.00 
18. N. E. A. Delegates _.................. 1,000.00 615.91 384.09) 2,000.00 
ol ———— 500.00 150.40 349.60 400 .00 
20. Annual Meeting.......................... 2,000.00) 1,228.04 771.96) 2,000.00 
a | eee iso 500.00 25.00 475.00 200.00 
ESS a ee 1,000.00 252.38 747.62) 1,000.00 
23. Janitor and Maintenance.......... 1,600.00} 1,326.31 273.69) 1,600.00 
24. Repairs and Upkeep... eis PEER 300.00 300.00 
25. Taxes and Insurance... 200.00 4.14 195.86 200.00 
26. Save the Schools Camp............. 4,693.65) 3,173.54) 1,520.11) 1,520.11 
27. N. E. A. Entertainment._____... 500.00 SS concstaeaumcdee Memantiaucntbtenes 
{pleat neta dt: $48 , 943 .65/$41 , 968.18/$ 6,975.47/$46,070.11 
Deducting STS. Contribs...... 4,693.65) 3,173.54 1,520.11)... 
Regular Appropriations._.......\$44 , 250. 00/$38 ,794.64/$ 5,455.36)... 
Estimated balance, at end of fiscal year.__...............-.----------------------- $ 9,259.69 
$55 , 329.80 





Miss Hill moved that the report as 
read be adopted and the motion was 
duly seconded. After considerable dis- 
cussion and answering of several ques- 
tions by Miss Hill, the question was 
put and the report was adopted by 
unanimous vote of the Representative 
Assembly. 

The president then called for the re- 


port of the Auditing Committee. Mr. 
Lewis W. Williams read the report as 
follows: 


REPORT OF AUDITING 
COMMITTEE 

The Auditing Committee has examined 
the books and records of the Illinois State 
Teachers Association, including the disburse- 
ments orders and cancelled checks for the 


February, 1934 


period from 12-15-'32 to 12-1-’33 and found 
the same to he mathematically correct. 
Thus the report of the certified public ac- 
countants as published in the Treasurer's 
report for 1933 was verified in detail. 

We recommend that in the future the cer- 
tified public accountants be engaged to audit 
the invoices in the hands of the Secretary 
in addition to the orders drawn by him. 

Second, expense vouchers in evidence of 
expenditures incurred in transacting the 
business of the association must be either 
typewritten or written in ink and signed in 
ink by the person submitting the same. 

Third, in cases where a single check is 
issued in payment of numerous items a nota- 
tion reading as follows “See Supporting 
Schedule Number for Details,” shall be 
placed on the face of the voucher by the 
Secretary. 

Respectfully submitted, 


Lewis W. Wituiams, Champaign 
Mina Motiman, East St. Louis 
Srantey E. Giese, Chicago 

Mr. Williams moved the adoption of 
this report and the motion was duly 
seconded and carried by unanimous 
vote. . 

President F. Blanche Preble then 
announced that the next item on the 
program was a report of the Board of 
Directors to be made by her. She 
stated that since the time was growing 
late she would merely refer the dele- 
gates to the printed proceedings of the 
six meetings of the Board as those pro- 
ceedings were published in the ILuI- 
NoIs TEACHER. She then expressed her 
thanks and appreciation to the dele- 
gate body for their splendid spirit of 
co-operation and good will in perform- 
ing their duties in this meeting and 
then declared the eightieth annual 
meeting of the Illinois State Teachers 
Association adjourned sine die. 


ROBERT C. MOORE, Secretary. 





New Deal and Teachers 
(Continued from page 164) 

Wilfred S. Reynolds, Chairman Illinois 
Emergency Relief Commission 
10 South La Salle Street, Room 640 
Chicago, Illinois 
R. J. Dunn, Civil Works Administrator, 
Same address 
C. E. Miner, same address 
Francis G. Blair, State Superintendent of 
Public Instruction 
Springfield, Illinois 

ACT and CONTINUE TO ACT for unem- 
ployed and employed TEACHERS. 


Susan Scully, President, 
Helen Rueben, Secretary, 


Board of Directors 
Illinois State Teachers Ass'n. 
Chicago Division 
HENRIETTA K. ZAPLER, 


Chairman of Committee. 
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Millions of them have been used in the public schools 





“Can't You Talk?” (This is one of the One Cent Size) 


ThePerr Pictures — 


Use them from February to June as aids in teaching Language, 
Literature, History, Geography and especially in Picture Study. 
ONE CENT SIZE. 3x3%. For 50 or more. Postpaid. 
TWO CENT SIZE. 5%4x8. For 25 or more. 2,250 subjects. 
Send 50 cents for 25 Art Subjects, or 25 for Children. 
Size 544x8. Or 50 for Children. Size 3x34. 

Ask us about OUR OWN COURSE IN PICTURE STUDY. 
A picture for study each month in the first eight grades, 72 

pictures. 
ONE LEAFLET DESCRIBES one picture in this COURSE. A LIST of the 72 subjects FREE 


to teacher ving teacher's name and grade. Enclose a stamp for ec - A we will send a 
sample Secctlptive leaflet and a “Boston Edition” pieture in March 1934, 





“IT know of no other company that gives such beautiful pictures for such 
a small sum of money. 








CATALOGUES. Send 15 cents in coin or stamps for 64-page 
Catalogue of 1,600 miniature illustrations. 


he Perry Pictures © cox 34 Malden, Mass. 














A NEW TREND 


in the teaching | of GEOGRAPHY and HIS- 
TORY is gaining momentum. Texts that 
meet the new organization are— 


OUR WORLD AND OURSELVES 





OUR NEIGHBORS NEAR AND FAR Grade 4) 
OUR HOME STATE AND CONTINENT (Grade 5 
OUR CONTINENTAL NEIGHBORS Grade 6 
HOW THE WORLD LIVES AND WORKS (Grade 7 





Embodies the new spirit and objectives of geography 
teaching. Pupils visualize regions, see relationshi 
study modern “human” geography. A detailed 
study of the HOME STATE is basic to the study 
of the rest of our nation and world. 


THE WESTWARD MARCH OF MAN 
OUR BEGINNINGS IN THE PAST leva | 
OUR PAST IN WESTERN EUROPE Grade 5 
WHEN WE WERE COLONIES Grade 6 
SINCE WE BECAME A NATION (Grade 7-8) 
Shows the — of Society from barbarism to 
civilization, shifts the emphasis from wars to 
cultural development. 





Write us if you are interested in these books 


AMERICAN BOOK CO. 


330 East Cermak Road CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 














Chewing 
Gum Ls 


PRIMARILY FOR PLEASURE 





Be sure young people's 
teeth get enough daily 
chewing exercise. They 
need it. Soft foods cre 
not sufficient. Chewing 
gum 5 to 10 minutes 
after meals is a help. 


... Yet Laboratory Tests Indicate It Has Health Benefits 


It is a normal reaction to enjoy teeth, increases flow of saliva and 
Chewing Gum — partly because _also stimulates the flow of diges- 
of the flavor, but in no small tive juices in the stomach. The 
measure due to the satisfaction increase of saliva immediately 
derived from the sheer pleasure helps freshen the mouth and 
of chewing. Laboratory tests _ helps keep the teeth in good con- 
show that the chewing of gum __ dition. From the scientific point of 


aids in preventing depositsonthe —_ view, these are strong statements. 





Forward Looking } 


.. business groups shun ex- 
travagant statements. They 
call upon great Universities to 
make impartial investigations 
of their products. Results of 
such research form the basis 
of our advertising. What you 
read over our signature about 
chewing gum, you can believe. 

The National Association of 

Chewing Gum Manufacturers 
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FOUR FACTORS THAT HELP TEETH LAST A LIFETIME ARE PROPER NUTRITION, 


DENTIST’S CARE, PERSONAL CARE, AND FLENTY OF CHEWING EXERCISE 


: 
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In toning and stimulating the gums, 
massage makes up for the lack of rough- 
age in soft, creamy foods. 





Ss" BY STEP, the health education 
of our children goes forward. And 
always it is the nation’s teachers who 
carry ungrudgingly the burden of its 
progress. 

They have worked hard to make 
regular tooth-brushing a habit with 
every pupil. And now they are just 
as thorough in explaining the bene- 
fits to be gained by gum massage. 


Massage Provides the Stimulation 
which soft foods deny the gums 


Vigorous chewing of hard foods 
would keep the gums firm. But most 
foods are soft and creamy. They leave 
the gums flabby from lack of exer- 
cise. And soon tender, weak gums 
become bleeding gums. 

“Pink tooth brush” is a telltale 
warning. To refuse the aid of mas- 
sage is to ignore the dangers of Vin- 


Published in the interest of Better Health 


@ “My Firth Grape Pupis Not Onty Deticnt 
tn Gum Massace Dritts,” writes a South Caro- 
lina teacher, “but they tell others about their 


new exercises for the health of the gums.” 


Sound 


Gums and Teeth 


depend upon 


Daily Care in Childhood 


cent’s disease, - gingivitis — perhaps 
even the rarer pyorrhea. 

Letter after letter from teachers 
tell us of the wonderful results ob- 
tained in demonstrating gum mas- 
sage. Adopted as a new “health 
game” in hygiene classes, pupils hold 
the index finger near the outside of 
the jaw. Then, rotating the finger 
from the base of the gums, they learn 
the correct usage of the tooth brush 
for toning and hardening the gums. 


This exterior drill also reminds 
children that fingers and other germ- 
carrying objects must be kept out of 
the mouth. 


Such zealous work on your part is 
bound to exert a profound influence 
upon the early habits of an entire 
generation of men and women. And 
their useful, healthy lives will con- 








® Regular gum massage, taught to and 
practiced by children, is a step up in 
modern hygiene. 


tinue to be splendid evidence of your 
devotion. 
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Massage with Ipana Tooth Paste as- 
sures glowingly firm and healthy 
gums. Many dentists recommend it 
for toning the gum walls as well as 
cleaning the teeth. And its refreshing 
flavor wins even children to its use. 

Ipana’s ziratol content makes it 
splendid for tender or bleeding gums. 
Each time you brush your teeth, put 
a little extra Ipana on your brush, 
and massage it lightly into your gums. 
But, Ipana or no, every educator now 
has an opportunity to spread the 
doctrine of better teeth and gums 
by teaching children the twice-a-day 
habit of gum massage. Remember: 
A good dentifrice, like a good den- 
tist, is never a luxury. 


BRISTOL-MYERS CO., New York 


ESTABLISHED 1887 











